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Divinity. 
—_ 
Extracted from Joun Arnpt’s True Christianity. 
CHRIST THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 


1. Gop is light, saith St. John. But what is God? God isa 
Spiritual, Eternal, and Infinite Being. God is almighty, merciful, 
gracious, righteous, holy, true, faithful, all-knowing, and. only 
wise ; God is unspeakable love and faithfulness: he is the most 
sovereign good, and all good essentially ; and the true and ever- 
lasting light. Whence every one that departeth from God, de- 

arteth from the light; and whosoever walketh not in his love, 
Fis mercy, his righteousness, and his truth, the same walketh not 
in his light, but wandereth out from it, and falleth into darkness. 
For without God there is nothing but darkness, but mere darkness, 
but everlasting darkness. O how dark therefore is that soul in 
which God is not! 

2. Now if God be light, then the devil 1s darkness ; and if God be 
love, then the devil 1s hatred; which hatred is sown in the darkness, 
even as love is sown in the light, and springs up out of the light; 
so extinguishing the powers of darkness. For this heavenly love, 
having the light everlasting for its sun and its shield, is stronger 
than death and hell; and sin and torment must flee before it.— 
Wherefore as God is light, yea, very light; and Christ is light of 
light: even so the devil is darkness, yea, very darkness, in the 
ehildren of disobedience. He is all wrath and envy, all malice 
and uncharitableness, and in him is no light at all; and they that 
walk in the darkness, as he is in the darkness, have fellowship 
with him, being made partakers of his nature and wearing his 
form. And certainly, if God be in his nature charity, the devil 
is in his, nothing but enordinate self-love, the fruitful womb of sin 
and. torment. To which whosoever joineth himself, as likewise 
to the abominable offspring thereof; (namely, wrath and arro- 
gance, envy and hatred, malice and revenge, with a numerous 
train besides) the same is changed into darkness and the devil, 
Vou. VII. 56 
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and hath the vile form the serpent in his soul. - From whici: 
there is no deliverance, without a total renovation of nature, and 
a thorough transformation and transplantation. No man can hence 
be delivered before he is converted from darkness to light, from 
sin to righteousness, and from the devil-to God. And this must 
be the work of faith alone, whereby our hearts are purified. For 
whosoever believeth in Christ he turneth from sin; that is, from 
the devil to Christ. For even as Adam by sin, converted himself 
from God to the devil, so it behoveth every one of us to flee by 
true repentance and faith, from the devil to God. 

3. It followeth hence that man, without returning to God, which 
is light, cannot be enlightened. For what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? or, light with darkness? 
Darkness is unrighteousness, but the light is the true knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, which can no ways therewith enter into fellow- 
ship; so that it is impossible that those should be enlightened by 
the light of eternal truth, who live in the darkness of unrighte- 
ousness. To which appertaineth the saying of St. Paul, “ When 
they shall be converted to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away;” 
that is, their darkness, blindness, and ignorance shall cease, and 
Christ shall enlighten them. 

4. What thicker mist can cover the minds of men than infidelity, 
with the fruits thereof; such as pride, covetousness, wrath, and 
lust?) Therefore, where these are, it cannot be that a man should 
truly acknowledge Christ, or that he should know him, until he 
give up himself to be saved by him. For how shall he understand 
the humility of Christ, whose mind knoweth not himself through 
pride? Or how shall he know the meekness of Christ, he that 
is full of wrath and envy? But whosoever understandeth not the 
lowliness and meekness of Christ, he knoweth not Christ, but is 
a stranger to him. For truly to know him, it behoveth thee, by 
faith, to have the very heart and understanding of Christ in thee, 
and to perceive his meekness, patience and humility, within thee 
in thy heart. Since as a plant is known by the taste and smell, 
so Christ, the Tree of Life, by tasting and by sensible trial, is 
understood and perceived; even by tasting in faith his lowliness 
and humility, his meekness and patience, and by eating of his 
fruit, that is, of his love and peace, whereby thy soul may find 
rest and tranquility, and be made capable more and more of Di- 
vine favour and consolation. 

5. Christ is mere love, humility, meekness, patience ; the which 
whosoever hath not, he is ignorant of Christ, though he can finely 
talk of him, and for a cover usurp his name. After the same 
manner the word of God is nothing but Spirit. Whence they 
who live not in the Spirit do not know what the word of God is, 
although they prate never so much of the Scriptures, and dispute 
about thetn every where. In like manner, it belongeth not to a 
man to judge of love, who exerciseth it not; or of the word of 
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God, who hath not the taste of it in his soul. For all knowledge 
begins with sensation and experience. Nor is it his part to dis- 
course of the light, who never hath moved a foot out of his own 
darkness to see the light. And what is light in man, but faith and 
charity, according to the saying of Christ, ‘ Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in héaven ?” : 

6. Now seeing the most holy life of Christ is nothing but mere 
love, if we draw from him true faith, humility, meekness, and 
patience, according as he hath given us commandment, then truly 
we are transformed into his jmage, and beautified and adorned 
with his love, no otherwise than if he were covered and clothed 
with Christ himself, who is the eternal and true light, aecording 
to that-of the apostle, “ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ will give thee light.” It followeth, that as 
many as do not awake from the sleep of the world, that is, from the 
desire of the eyes, and of the flesh, and from the pride of life, 
their souls cannot truly be illuminated by Christ; and that they 
on the other side, who follow him in faith, are illuminated accord- 
ing to that of the gospel, “1 am the light of the world, he who 
followeth me, (in faith, love, -hope, patience, meekness, humility, 
the fear of God, and the tife of prayer,) walketh not in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life.” As if he should say, only those 
that imitate me have the light of life, and the true knowledge of 
God. By reason of the same faith and life of Christ it is that St. 
Paul calleth the faithful by the name of light: ‘ Ye were (saith 
he) sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord.” 
And again, “ Ye are all the children of light, and the children of 
the day: we are not of the night, nor darkness, having put on 
the breast-plate of faith and love, and the helmet of salvation.” 
They that have indeed seen Christ, that is, have looked upon him 
with the eye of faith, these have seen the light of heavenly beauty, 
the virtue of virtues, and the unspotted mirror of righteousness. 
These have by faith seen and handled the word of life; and hav- 
ing seen and had this experience, they are even ravished with the 
love of Christ’s life, and so enamoured with the beauty of his ho- 
liness, as to seek above all things, how they may sanctify in them- 
selves the name of the Lord their righteousness; he being made 
to them both sanctification and redemption. Wherefore we are 
admonished of the Holy Ghost, always to look unto Jesus as both 
the beginner and finisher thereof in us; resisting with him even 
unto blood, and striving against all sin, that so he may be glorified 
in us. 

7. Now seeing the very heathens had an high esteem and 
veneration for virtue, and were so much in love with it, as if it 
were the most super-excellent beauty that the human nature could 
be capable of; what esteem and veneration ought Christians to 
have for it, and how much rather in love ought they to be with 







































i es 


wae cn 
= selbst Sow 
Sanne ri 
Fanelli nlm cd a i-mate ey loinc. net nent 
: ee gna pe Al ee port pen a Me en et 
‘: aang ees aa Sela ta 


pram a coe nae See 
peg _ 


asia 


CANDID: SST, = Ma i Pa area 








PE Dn, a) Re nes a 


444 Christ the Light of the World. 


it, since it is now made so exceedingly more lovely and beautiful 
in him whom they have taken for the exemplar of their lives? 
And if they so very much desired to see it who had not the 
advantage we have, and were so charmed with but a little im- 
perfect glimpse of it; how much more ought Christians to esteem 
and love it above all things, who have it set before them in the 
manifested glory of the only begotten Son-of God, by his most 
heavenly life upon earth? For if virtue be to be loved, and even 
loved as it is an ztself, how much more as it is in Jesus Christ? 
[n him is all the beauty of virtue, and the loveliness of grace 
displayed most fully, that of his fulness we may partake, and so 
become most beautiful in bearing some part of his likeness. Is 
virtue lovely? He is mere mrtue. Is truth commanding? He 
is mere truth. Is beauty amiable? He is mere beauty. In him 
righteousness tncarnated itself, and all the graces were in him 
embodied. ‘These must also take, as it were a body in us; and 
he must be made our righteousness by his dwelling in us, that we 
may behold his beauty reflected upon us, in a conversation like 
unto Ais. Impossible, therefore, it is for us to exceed in our love 
and esteem for virtue ; seeing that Christ is virtue itself, and love 
itself, yea, God himself. : , 

8. In humility Christ liveth, and the Spirit of Christ is upon 
the meek and the little ones. And hence, upon him that hath 
the meek light, the heavenly grace abideth; the humble life of 
Christ dwelleth in him, the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
and he shall receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost. Behold the 
Spirit resteth upon such an one, even the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, even as upon Christ 
himself. For Christ is in the man.in whom his light and life are ; 
so that they are the same, he in Christ and Christ in him. If 
any man desire to be set free from the blindness of his heart, and 
from the inner and the outer darkness; yea, from the devil 
himself, who inhabiteth the darkness; let him imitate Christ, by 
walking in his holy, steps The nearer you are to Christ, the 
nearer you are to eternal light: and the nearer to unbelief you 
are, the nearer you are to darkness and to the devil. For even as 
in faith Christ and all his virtues are knit together; so in unbe- 
lief, the devil and all the vices. They cleave so fast together as 


" not to be separated. 


9. Behold with me the apostles imitating Christ in faith, in 
contempt of the world, in denying themselves, and in living for 
eternity ; by which means they were found fit for the heavenly 
illumination, and consequently were enlightened and “ filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” ‘his the rich young man would not do; there- 
fore he remained in darkness, and was not enlightened by Christ 
to eternal life. For he who toveth not, remaineth in the darkness. 
For nothing is truer than that he who is without love, or faith 
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working by love, is without light. Let him pretend to never so 
much light or knowledge, he is certainly in darkness, “and 
walketh in darkness ;” without the serious and upright exercise 
of faith, without a course of mortification and self-denial, without 
recollection and the inward sabbath of the soul, no msn can 
receive the Divine light. In short, as much as the works of 
darkness, by the Spirit of God in any man are destroyed, so 
much is he t?umenated, and no more. And by how much more 
powerfully, on the other side, corrupt nature bears rule, so much 
more of darkness is in him, and so much less of grace, of light, 
of spirit, of God, and of Christ. Therefore it remaineth firm 
and steadfast, that without daily and continual renovation, no man 
can be truly illuminated. 

10. He that will not resist one sin, doth give an opportunity 
thereby to many. For there cometh always one sin out of 
another, and spreadeth itself like a weed, and bringeth forth con- 
tinually abundant increase, fitted for destruction. When there- 
fore, a man hath not thoroughly resisted so much as one vice, but 
bringeth forth perpetually the same sins, with increase; how 
great must the darkness of that man be! And as the darkness 
ceaseth not to wax greater and greater, as the sun departs farther 
away, so the farther we are removed from the life of Christ, the 
farther we are from the true light, and sin and darkness grow still 
thicker and thicker in us, till at length we are brought into an 
eternal night of darkness. So also the Christian virtues, as rings, 
are linked one to another in a gold chain: which admirable con- 
nexion is by St. Peter expressed thus, “ Use diligence, by adding 
in your faith virtue; and in your virtue knowledge ;” that is, 
adding virtue to faith, and knowledge to virtue; and then pursu- 
ing in knowledge, abstinence ; in abstinence, patience ; in pa- 
tience, prety ; in piety, brotherly love ; in brotherly love, charity ; 
by superadding ove of these continually to the other. “ And if 
we do these things, and abound” therein, then he tells us that we 
shall not “ be found barren, nor without fruit, in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” He that holdeth not this chavn is not 
linked to Christ ; and he that exerciseth not these virtues knoweth 
not Christ; but he that by faith groweth in virtue, groweth alse 
in Christ. All others, as the proud, the wrathful, the covetous, 
the impatient, grow not in Christ, but in the devil. Wherefore, 
if we hold fast by this chain, and follow the heave: ily conduct, 
then shall we, (even as a child, by little and little, groweth up 
unto a full stature of a man,) grow in faith, and by an experimen- 
tal knowledge of the Son of God in the study of solid virtue, 
“unto perfect men, unto the measure of the stature of the aaa 
of Christ.” 

11. But, “ he that lacketh these things 1s blind, and cannot see 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.” 
As if he should say, it is certain Christ by his death did bear all 
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our sins; but then it is as certain, we must beware that we addict 
not ourselves to sin hereafter; but rather that, by the death of 
Christ, we give all diligence to die to the world, .and to live in 
Christ; which whosoever doth not, to this man it is plain, the 
purging of his old sins can profit nothing ; since he hath not been 
diligent to make thereby “his calling and election sure.” Ac- 
eording to the advice immediately joined with it, ‘* Wherefore the 
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” Whereby 
it is given us to understand, how necessary a thing repentance is, 
and a thorough change of heart and life. For although Christ died 
for our sins, blotting them out, and abolishing them with the price 
of his most holy blood, yet we do not partake of that merit, unless 
we repent ; and without this it profiteth nothing. And howsoever 
every man is promised pardon for his sins through the merit of 
Christ; yet that promise pertaineth not to the unbeliever, nor to 
the impenitent, but to those alone who, by faith, amend their 
lives; and that too, according to the true standard which is set 
them. For those sins shall not be remitted, which a man will 
not leave; but those only which he is willing to part with. 

12. But wherever unfeigned conversion to, and faith in God is 
wrought in a soul, there is pardon and Divine grace ready for her. 
And where this is, there is Christ also; without whom, no grace 
can be obtained. Where Christ is, there he is accompanied with 
his precious merit, and the satisfaction he hath made for our sins. 
Again, where this is, there is righteousness, and with righteousness, 
peace, and sweet serenity of conscience. It is then that “ right- 
eousness and peace kiss each other” in such an heavenly soul._— 
This clearness of conscience is attended with the Spirit of God ; 
which being a spirit of joy, will certainly pour forth the oi of 
gladness, and therewith life eternal, which is nothing but joy and 
glory without end. And this is that eternal light of eternal life, 
that eternally triumphant joy, wherewith those only are crowned 
that live in Christ, and do the works of a daily repentance; this 
being the beginning of a spiritual life, as the death of Christ is 
the foundation whereon it is to be raised. On the contrary, where 
there is no repentance, there is no pardon of sin. Where there 
is no inward remorse and spiritual sorrow, there no.grace can 
take place. Where this is wanting, there Christ himself is want- 
ing, with the whole extent of his merits and satisfaction, let the 
pretensions of the false Christian be ever so fair and specious. 
Where this satisfaction is not thoroughly applied to the soul, there 
is no righteousness neither, and consequently no peace, no good 
conscience, no comfort, no Holy Ghost, no gladness of heart, no 
calmness of mind; lastly, no life eternal; but death, hell, con- 
demnation, and everlasting darkness. 
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Biography. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF MRS.. 
THEODOCIA PETHERBRIDGE. 


COMMUNICATED BY HER HUSBAND. 


Tueopoctia was born January 19, 1793, in Burlington County, 
state of New-Jersey. She was the eldest daughter of eka Bupp, 
Esqr. by his deceased wife. Her parents were pious and faithful 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many years, and 
they trained up their children in the way they should go; and the 
subject of the present memoir repaid them for their pious care, 
by evincing from her childhood, that she had the fear of God be- 
fore her eyes, and by manifesting profound respect for the people 
of God. Her father’s house being the resort for the ministers of 
Christ, she was, as she grew up to maturity, blessed with their 
society, and she profited by their conversation. She was, indeed, 
delighted with their company and took pleasure in administering 
to their wants. 

In addition to the precepts of morality and religion which were 
impressed upon her youthful mind, her parents gave her a good 
English education; and she at an early period contracted a taste 
for mental improvement, which she assiduously cultivated through 
life. For the purpose of intellectual improvement, she adopted 
a method of making selections from the books she read, with 
such occasional remarks as occurred to her. 

Having her mind thus stored with useful knowledge, and her 
heart guarded by the fear of God, she ever maintained that pro- 
priety «f conduct and dignity of deportment, which secured her 
from. the influence of temptations to folly and vanity, at the same 
time that it commanded the respect of her acquaintance. To 
a disposition naturally mild, she added that suavity of manners 
which is always comely in her sex, and cultivated that modesty 
and diffidence which make the female character appear to the 
greatest advantage. 

Though her own heart told her that she was yet destitute of 
that peace of God which is the peculiar privilege of those who 
are justified by faith in Christ, she was nevertheless so exemplary - 
in her conduct, so strict in her moral deportment, that many of 
her friends thought she must have already “passed from death 
unto life.” Doubtless the “initial grace of God,” as Mr. Fuercu- 
ER not improperly styles it, kept her in the path of external duty, 
and enabled her to lay a restraint upon the naturally vicious pro- 
pensities of her unrenewed nature. But while others entertained 
so favourable an opinion of Mrs. Pernersripee (for such was 
her name at the time we are now speaking of) she herself was 
convinced that she was ina state of condemnation; that repent- 
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ance, faith in Christ, and a renewal in the image of God, were 
essential to her salvation. She saw, indeed, and felt that she was 
a sinner. She groaned under a sense of her guilt, and earnestly 
sought forgiveness in the name of Jesus. 

It was not, however, until 1817, in her twenty-fourth year, 
that she “found the pearl of great price.” Great was her joy, 
and the joy of her friends, when the Lord Jesus manifested 
himself unto her as “the chiefest among ten thousands and 
altogether lovely.” The bright evidence she at this time received 
of the divine approbation, she lost not to the day of her death. 
This I can testify,—so far as another person may judge from the 
most intimate acquaintance,—from my own knowledge of her 
experience and of her daily walk and conversation. Her conduct 
was uniformly such as to warrant this conclusion, so that I could 
confidently believe that the words of her lips were the words of 
truth and soberness; and her last were the words of Christian 
triumph. 

Soon after her justification, she was deeply convinced of the 
necessity of an entire sanctification of soul and body, in order to 
fit her for the kingdom of heaven. On this subject she wrote te 
a friend as follows :— 

‘“‘ For several months, my prayer by night and day has been, 
for the sanctification of my soul. Sometimes I have been great- 
ly refreshed. While making this the subject of my petitions before 
the throne of grace, I sometimes was enabled to lay hold on 
Jesus, in whom all the promises centre, as my all; but the fear 
of venturing too far, of believing too much, or of deceiving myself, 
together with the suggestions of the adversary, would cause me 
to let go my hold. However I was not discouraged, believing it 
was the will of God concerning me. On the first day of January, 
1818, I awoke long before day-light, with a determination to make 
a more full surrender of myself to God. This I endeavoured to 
do just as I was, without any reserve. I was greatly blessed. 
My soul rejoiced in God my Saviour. I opened my Bible on 
these words; ‘Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 
They were precious to my soul; and I laid hold on Jesus as my 
‘wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 1edemption.’ 1 was 
happy that day and the following; but still I wanted something 


_ more.”’ 


At a prayer-meeting, a short time after this, while most fervent- 
ly engaged in prayer for the “ fire of divine love,” as she ex- 


ressed it, ‘in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, my soul 
was filled. I did not rest here, though for some time I continued 
on the wing. My prayer continually was for the testimony of the 
spirit—the evidence of my sanctification. March the 6th, I re- 
tired to my closet to wait on Him who seeth in secret. I do 
not recollect that my exercises were greater than what they had 
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frequently been. The testimony of the Spirit my soul thirsted 
for. Either before or soon after I bowed the knee before the 
Lord, He spake as man never spake, in these words, ‘ Whatsoever 
ye ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” O my 
heavenly Father, cried I, in the name of Jesus, I ask for a clean 
heart. The answer was immediately applied, Be thou clean. 
Power was given me to lay hold, and I rejoiced with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. If I had ten thousand souls,” 
continues she, “I would have given them all without reserve, 
such a fulness I saw in Jesus to save even me. My soul cried 
out, O! take the purchase of thy blood, and seal me thine for 
ever. 

She did not attempt to conceal this light, but on the following 
Sabbath, with humility she declared what she had experienced, 
and in reference to this circumstance, she says in a letter, “I 
believe I told the truth, glory! glory be to God in the highest ! 
my peace runs as a river.” 

It has been suppesed by some that a public testimony of this 
kind savours too much of ostentation ; but in the instance before 
us, we saw a practical refutation of such a supposition, as no one 
gave stronger evidence of genuine humility, of modesty and 
diffidence, than did Mrs. Peruersripee. Indeed, her whole 
life declared her consciousness of continual dependence on God ; 
for she walked fearfully before Him, and circumspectly before 
men. Her religion was at once, scriptural, rational, deep and 
uniform. This is the testimony of one who knew her well. 

But though she at last glided safely and calmly into the port of 
eternal rest, it was not until she had encountered many storms. 
Like her Master, she had to pass through sufferings before 'she 
entered into glory. A long continued bodily affliction, gradually 
undermined her constitution, during which, though her joy was 
not so sensible as when in health, yet her confidence in God 
remained unshaken, and her hope of future felicity was firm and 
stedfast. She would frequently say, “I am not careful to live 
or to die.” Her impressive admonitions to the unconverted, 
during her protracted illness, and her soothing language to her 
Christian friends, who were sympathizingly waiting her final 
departure, as well as her transporting views of an entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of God, all evinced the depth of her religious 
experience, and her indissoluble union with her Beloved. 

On the 17th of May, 1824, she observed to her physician, 
while he was preparing some. of his Ist prescriptions, with a 

lacid smile on her countenance, ‘O Doctor! you might as well 
ioe me go. My prospects are very bright to day,” with many 
more expressions of holy triumph with which she refreshed the 
souls of the saints who surrounded her bed. On the next day 


she fell asleep in Jesus. 
Vou. VII. 57 : 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. SALLY RUNDAL, DAUGHTER OF MR. GEORGE 
INGRAHAM OF AMENIA, NEW-YORK. 


) 


* 


Communicated by the Rev. Rovert Seney. 


SALLY was born Dec. 27th, 1798. Her parents were among 
the first who embraced the religion of Jesus, in that part of the 
country, under the great revival of religion which has been pro- 
gressing under the Methodist ministry, for upwards of fifty years 
in America. Notwithstanding the opposition they then encount- 
ered from almost all sorts of people, the obloquy thrown upon 
them by the thoughtless and designing, the parents of Say, 
being convinced of the truth as it is in Jesus, broke through every 
opposing barrier, and stedfastly persevered bearing the cross 
of Jesus Christ. They endeavoured to educate their children in 
the same principles by which they regulated their ‘ own conduct; 
and they have had the happiness of seeing the most of them, 
who have arrived to a mature age, become the followers of Christ. 

SaLty embraced religion in her youth, and evinced the sin- 
cerity of her profession by walking blamelessly in the ordinances 
of Christ. In her twenty-first year, she commenced a Diary, 
noting in a very particular manner the secret exercises of her 
heart, and the dealings of God, in His providence and grace, to- 
wards her. A few extracts follow :— 

“May 2, 1819. Lhave this day been privileged with hearing 
the word of God preached from these words—‘So run that ye 
may obtain.’ But the stupidity of my heart, how great! Lord 
help me from this evening to arise, and so to run that I may 
obtain the blessed crown which is prepared for the righteous. If 
ever I felt a desire to be holy | do now. O Lord, grant me the 
answer of my prayer, and conform me in all things to thy will. 

‘“‘May 7. I feel this evening that Jesus is mine and I am his. 
O that I may enjoy His smiles continually, and ever look to Him 
for strength to withstand the temptations of the adversary, and 
the besetments of this vain world.” 

“¢ May 23. I have again had the privilege of meeting with the 
followers of Jesus, and, glory be to His name, He condescended to 
be one in our midst; and I felt that it was none other than the 
house of God and the gate of heaven.” 

“July 6. I have an unshaken confidence in God this morning, 
and his Spirit bearing witness with my spirit, that | am His. But 
{ do not feel satisfied without the witness of perfect love. 

‘] want thy Jife, thy purity, 
Thy righteousness brought in! 
I ask, desire, and long to be, 
Redeemed from all sin.’ ” 

This appears to have been the continual language of her 
heart until] her marriage, which took place Dec. 6, 1820, after 
whicheshe kept no regular record of her experiences. . She gave 
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her hand in marriage to Mr. Jacos Runpat, and she became, 
in consequence, the step-mother of three children, which he had 
by a former wife. This sudden transition from a stngle state, 
in which she enjoyed all the comforts .of life without any fore- 
thought of her own, to a married state, and to the duties of a 
mother, gave her an opportunity to display the virtues of her 
character to still greater advantage ; and such were her qualifica- 
tions for this new station, which involved such delicate and nice 
responsibilities, and such her conscientious diligence, that her 
Christian graces shone out with increased lustre, and fully confirmed 
the hopes of her friends, and satisfied the expectations of her 
husband. Neither did she enter into this state heedlessly, but 
“deliberately and in the fear of God.” Previous to her marriage 
with Mr. Runpat, but while the match was pending, she ob- 
serves in her Diary as follows;— 

“I have had some trials of late respecting my situation in 
life. ‘Twenty-two years of my short life, have been spent in 
peace with my dear parents; and I am now called to change it 
for one in which, if I do my duty, I can be more useful ; but I 
feel that I need more of every grace to help me. O Lord! I 
come to thee for direction. Make my duty plain before me, and 
guide my steps aright. It has been my prayer for some time that 
I might be more useful, and I feel it of importance to walk cir- 
cumspectly before the world, that | may not bring a reproach 
upon the cause of God ; and if it is His will that I should take 
one who is worthy of my affections for my companion, I hope to 
resign myself entirely to His will in all things.” 

Though she believed her marriage to be signally marked by 
divine Providence, she much regretted having to leave the neigh- 
bourhood where she had enjoyed so many religious privileges, 
especially that of prayer-meetings, which she highly prized, be- 
cause they had been the means of great good to her soul. But 
though in consequence of her removal from the scene of her 
youthful days, doubly endeared to her on account of her religious 
enjoyments, she continued in the faith of the Gospel and the 
fellowship of the saints: The:domestic circle in which she 
moved was adorned by her propriety of demeanour, the sweetness 
of her temper and the urbanity of her manners; and her value 
was enhanced by the assiduity with which she attended to the con- 
jugal and maternal. duties. She marked, with scrupulous exact- 
ness, any spiritual declension, which she at any time suffered, 
and immediately “ flew back to Christ the way :” and whenever 
her circumstances did not forbid it, she attended the worship of 
God with the same ardoure of devotion by which she was before 
distinguished. Here, in the sanctuary of the Lord, she found 
great delight. 

She lived three years after her marriage, and became the mother 
of two children; the last of which was ushered into this world but 
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a few days before its mother, by an inscrutable, but just and mer- 
ciful, Providence, was summoned out of it. The morning after 
her confinement she seemed unusually comfortable, and continued 
so until Tuesday, the third day of her illness, when symptoms of 
an approaching fever became evident; and on Thursday morning 
they became somewhat alarming, the fever increasing with great 
violence. Although suffering most exquisitely from bodily pain, 
her mind was kept, by the grace of God, in great tranquility. On 
being asked by one of her sisters, if she felt resigned to the will 
of God, her reply, made with much emphasis, was, “O yes, 
Come life or death.” In this enviable state of mind she continued 
through the day, frequently expressing her gratitude to God for 
His condescension to her, saying, “I find it good to suffer the 
will of my heavenly Father.” 

On Friday morning she said to her physician, “ You have no 
idea that I shall live long, have you, Doctor?” He answered, Very 
little. “Well,” said she, ‘Let the Lord do with meas seemeth 
Him best.” Observing one of her sisters weeping, she said, 
“‘Why do you weep for me? I never expect to shed another 
tear—for sorrow and sighing have fled away.” On. Saturday 
morning her countenance assumed a death-like appearance, 
and it was evident it could not be far off. At her request the 
members of the family were called together, and she spoke ta 
them individually, exhorting them with great fervour, pressing 
upon the children especially the necessity of seeking an interest in 
Christ in the days of their youth. 

About twelve o’clock of this day Satan was permitted for a 
season to interrupt her tranquility, it being suggested, ‘ you are 
deceiving yourself.” She seemed, for a few moments, in a 
mental agony, exelaiming, “O my unfaithfulness! surely the 
Lord would be just,;in banishing me from his presence. Perhaps 
I am deceiving myself in a dying hour.” She entreated her 
father and others present, to unite their prayers in her behalf, 
that the Lord might restore her peace. It seemed, indeed, as if 
the powers of darkness were now permitted to exert all their dia- 
bolical influence against this child of grace, this heir of glory. 
But their malice was vain. The Lord who sitteth in the heavens 
_ laughed to scorn their eruel power. In answer to prayer, the 

clouds in a few moments were dispersed from her mind, and she 
joyfully exclaimed, “Jesus is mine, and I am his! O! how I 
want strength to shout the praises of my God. This is the last 
conflict I am to have with the adversary. Oh! could I tell you 
but one half of what I feel, how you would rejoice !” | 

One of her sisters with her husband being arrived, he said, 
“J am glad to see you, but sorry to see you so distressed in 
body.” She seemed somewhat surprised, and said, “I never 
was so happy in my life. 1 am just going to take possession of 
my inheritance.” This was about one hour previous to her death. 
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Being informed that she could live but a short time, she observed 
smilingly, ‘“ Tell all my friends, when they see the breath leave 
the body, to shout glory! for I shall then be in glory.” She 
remained perfectly sensible to the last moment of her existence. 
To her Father she said about fifteen minutes before her spirit 
departed, “ Soon papa, you will have another* child in heaven.” 
With a countenance beaming with joy, she raised her hands, and 
elasping them together, exclaimed—and these were the last words 
she was -heard to articulate—‘ O! blessed Jesus,” and so fell 
asleep in the arms of her Beloved, Nov. 1, 1823. 





— 


Scripture Illustrated. 
== 
REMARKS ON THE VISION OF ELIPHAZ. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Breturen :— 
The following remarks are- designed to illustrate the vision of 
' Exipaaz the Temanite. The words particularly alluded to are 
these, “ His angels he charged with folly,” (Job iv. oe * Yea the 
heavens are not clean in his sight.” (chap. xv. 15.) These words 
it is well known are often quoted as a proof against christian per- 
fectsn. If you should judge these remarks worthy of a place in 
the Magazine you are at liberty to insert them. 

. Yours very affectionately, . 
Albany, Oct. 4, 1824. T. Spicer. 


1. By a mysterious providence Jos, a faithful servant of God, 
who dwelt in the land of Uz, was sorely afflicted. His property 
was seized and carried away ; his servants and his children were 
destroyed, and, to complete his wretchedness, he was smitten with 
sore biles from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 

When his three friends, ELipuaz the Temanite, Bitpap and 
Zoruar, heard of all the evil that had come upon him, they came 
to mourn with him and to comfort him. They sat down with him 
upon the ground seven days and seven nights. During this time 
they contemplated his misery, but no one opened his mouth to him, 
for they saw that his grief was very great. And when they open- 
ed their mouths and spake, their views of the divine government 
were such, that they were but miserable comforters to Jus in his 
affliction. 

It is evident they laboured under a mistake respecting the di- 
vine government, and the character of Jos. ‘They imagined that 


* Alluding to the seven children already lodged, as it is hoped, in Abraham’s 
bosom. O may the parents, and all the children, of this family, be at last gathered 
to their heavenly rest. 
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God rendered to every man in this life according to his actions, 
(chap. xxxiv. 11.) and they contended that Jos was a wicked 
man, and therefore was so sorely afflicted. They viewed his af- 
fliction as a proof of his iniquity. They inquired of him, whoever 
perished being innocent, or, where were the righteous ever cut 
off. (chap. iv. 7.) Now upon this point they were most certainly 
wrong, for the Psalmist tells us that many are the afflictions of the 
righteous. (Psa. xxxiv. 19.) But this was the point they all, and 
especially E.ipHaz, endeavoured to establish. ' 

2. We have no evidence in the scriptures that either of Jos’s 
friends was inspired by the Holy Ghost in any thing they said 
on this occasion. Many things they said were doubtless very cor- 
rect. Their observations contained many truths. But the truth 
and correctness of their statements is to be judged of by other 
parts of the scriptures, parts which were evidently written by di- 
vine inspiration. 

That ExvipHaz and his two companions were not divinely in- 
spired to speak as they did, is put beyond all doubt in chap. xlii. 
7. where the Lord said to EvipHaz, “ My wrath is kindled against 
thee and thy two friends, for ye have not spoken of me the things 
that is right as my servant Jos hath.” Now among the things 
which Exipnaz had spoken of God, were the words under con- 
sideration ; and if we examine them carefully, we shall find reason 
to believe that they contain things not right. 

‘“‘ His angels he charged with folly.” If these words refer to 
those angels who kept not their first estate, they contain a great 
truth ; these indeed he charged with folly, and hath reserved them 
wn chains of darkness unto the judgment of the great day. But 
when we consider the purpose for which he made this statement, 
viz. to prove that Job was a wicked man, and that his pretence to 


innocence and righteousness was altogether vain, it is evident he’ 


designed to be understood those angels who are now in heaven, or 
are employed as ministering spirits. But can any man believe 
that those angels who dwell in the immediate presence of God 
are sinful, or chargeable with folly! Is there any evidence of 
this in all the book of God? And surely the words of ExvipHaz do 
not prove it unless it be clear that he spake as he was moved by the 
Holy Ghost. 

“The heavens are not clean in-his sight.” If by the heavens 
he is to be understood the material heavens, the sun, moon, and 
stars, it would be exceedingly difficult to discover any good sense 
in the expression, for these are not subjects of moral pollution ; 
and if any other pollution than moral be intended it could cer- 
tainly have no bearing whatever on the point in hand, for it would 
prove nothing against Jop’s character nor the doctrine of holiness. 

If he meant the “ third heavens,” where the spirits of the just 
are made perfect, and where God more immediately resides, it 
will be difficult to discover any truth in it. For can any man 
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suppose that God dwells in an unclean place; that a place filled 
with the immediate presence of a holy God “ where saints in an 
extacy gaze” is an unholy place! Heaven, into which nothing that 
defileth shall ever enter, (see Rev. xxi. 27) itself an unclean 
place ! 

3. If we examine the whole passage with which these words 
stand connected, we shall find something very strange in the man- 
ner in which he obtained his information. It appears to have 
been by a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth on man, fear 
came upon him, and trembling, which made all his bones to shake. 
‘A spirit passed before his face, the hair of his flesh stood up; it 
stood still, but he could not discern the form thereof, an image 
was before his eyes, there was silence and he heard a voice say- 
ing, shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be 
more pure than his Maker? behold he putteth no trust iff his ser- 
vants and his angels he charged with folly.” 

Now, there was no doubt something supernatural in this. But 
was it a revelation from God? Of this there is no evidence what- 
ever: but it seems most likely that he was imposed on by a lying 
spirit. For first it was a very frightful vision; it made all his 
bones to shake, and the hair of his flesh stood up. Can we suppose 
that the appearance of an angel of light would have produced such 
an effect’ Secondly, the sentiments that the voice uttered were 
evidently calculated to mislead him; they led him to suppose 
that the angels of God were sinful, that heaven was an unclean 
place, and that Jop was an unrighteous man; nay, that he was 
wicked for pretending to be righteous, seeing the angels could 
make no such pretension; and thirdly, if Satan had so much to 
do in exciting the Sabeans, raising the winds, and in inflicting biles 
on Jos, might he not also have something to do in stirring up his 
wife and in deceiving his three friends ? 

4. It appears therefore that Jos’s friends, and especially ExieHaz 
the Temanite, laboured under wrong views respecting the charac- 
ter of Jos, that ExipHaz was not divinely inspired, but deceived 
by a lying spirit. And therefore there is nothing in this passage, 


when carefully examined, that does in the least militate against 


the doctrine of holiness. Of Job it was said, by the highest au- 
thority, that he was a perfect man, that he feared God and eschewed 
evil. And by an authority equally as high, it is declared that 
*‘ without HOLINESS no man shall see the Lord.” 


—————— 


COMMEMORATION OF THE CENTENARY: OF THE LATE REV. JOHN 
WESLEY’S ORDINATION TO THE OFFICE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 


A Frew Friends in London, reflecting upon the mercy of God 
to these Lands, in that great Revival of Religion which commenced 
in the last Century, and upon the inestimable benefits which they 
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themselves had received in consequence, and the religious ad- 
vantages whieh they would thus leave, as the best inheritance, to 
their children and their children’s children,—and especially con- 
a eminent character and usefulness of the late Rev. 
Joun Wes ey, the principal instrument, in the hand of God, of 
promoting that extraordinary work,—were some time ago im- 
pressed with the thought, that so signal a mercy to themselves, 
their country, and the world, ought to receive a grateful, public, 
and, as to the Methodist Connexion, a universal recognition, by 
acts of solemn thanksgiving. 

In pursuing this thought, they conceived also, that great ad- 
vantage would result from such a Commemoration, if Sermons 
were added to the devotional parts of the service, tending to 
bring before the hearers the leading facts of this great Revival, 
and those principles of evangelical truth, religious experience, 
and holy discipline, which it so early embodied and enforced, 
and on the basis of which it rests to the present day; and that by 
thus bringing such first principles into view, the minds of the 
hearers might be stirred up by ‘“ way of remembrance,” and 
the doctrines so clearly and scripturally taught by their venerable 
Founder might be more ‘firmly rooted in the judgment and 
affections of the present generation, and thus be transmitted to 
future ages in purity and power. 

Finally, it was thought that it would be appropriate to distin- 
guish that day by an act of grateful liberality; having for its object 
the erection of some Monument to the Memory of Ma. Joun 
Wes ey, which should be expressive of the gratitude of the 
religious body, of which, under God, he was the Founder, and 
characteristic of himself, by being connected with public useful- 
ness, and the extension of the work of God throughout the earth. 

After these suggestions had been the subjects of private con- 
versations among various Friends, and also in the Book and 
Missionary Committees, they were communicated to the Con- 
ference of 1823; by whom the proposal was highly approved, 
and referred (for further consideration and developement) to a 
Committee of the Preachers stationed in the London Circuits, 
and other Friends, among whom the first suggestions had arisen. 

This Committee were themselves agreed upon the measure, 
and approved of the general plan for the Commemoration, which 
was laid before them; but as the Anniversary of the Missionary 
Society was at hand, when a considerable number of Friends. 
from different parts of the country were expected in Town, it 
was resolved to invite them, with the Preachers, Stewards, and 
other Friends in the London Circuits, to a Public Breakfast in 
the Morning-Chapel, City-Road, on Tuesday, the 4th of May, in 
order to propose the plan, and to ascertain their sentiments, 
preciously to its being brought before the next Conference for its 
final sanction and recommendation. Upwards of one hundred 
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persons assembled; and after the business had been introduced, 
a Paper, explanatory of the objects and plan of the proposed 
Commemoration, was read. 

Of this Paper, the following is a Copy, with a few enlargements 
and additions, agreed upon subsequently by the Committee. 


Commemoration of the Centenary of the late Rev. Jous Wesiey’s Ordination to 
the Office of the Christian Ministry, by the Ricut Rev. Joun Porter, D. D., 
then Bishop of Oxford, and aflerwards Archbishop of Canterbury ; September 
19, 1725. 


The practice of commemorating great events, by some annual, 
or other periodical celebration, has obtained in all ages of the 
world, and has served to authenticate historical facts of the most 
remote antiquity. Both sacred and profane history abound with 
instances of these ancient and important customs. 

The departure of the Israelites from Egypt was commemorated 
by the Feast of the Passover, and the giving of the Law on 


Mount Sinai by the Day of Pentecost. The Birth, Death, and 


Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour have been annually observed 
by the Christian Churches: and these sacred observances have 
served high and important purposes, as outworks of the truth, 
in confirmation of the great facts and doctrines of our common 
faith. 

Although some ancient customs have occasionally been abused 
to superstitious and unworthy purposes, yet the proper and legiti- 
mate commemoration of great events has been sanctioned by the 
highest authority, both divine and human. To argue, therefore, 
against the right use of any important custom, because it may 
be abused, is not consistent with true wisdom. | 

The Protestants on the Continent have long held the Birth-day 
of Martin Luruen in great veneration; and the Centenary of 
the Reformation, and of the Publication of Lurner’s Proposi- 
tions against the Pope in 1517, has been celebrated in the 
Protestant States with solemn joy. On the last Centenary (the 
third) in 1817, the commemoration was rendered highly interest- 
ing in Germany and Sweden by an extensive distribution of 
Bibles among the Poor. 

The anniversaries of the discovery of the Gunpowder Plot, 
Sth November, 1605, and of the landing of King Witutam, 4th 
November, 1688, and the glorious Revolution, by which this 
kingdom was delivered from Popery and arbitrary Power, were, 
for many years, observed by our ancestors with peculiar feelings 
of national gratitude. And in our own time, the celebration of the 
Jubilee, or Fiftieth Anniversary of the accession of our late revered 
Sovereign, Geoxee IIL, to the throne of these realms, took place 
with expressions of heartfelt joy throughout the British dominions. 

Amongst the events of modern times, there can be none of 


equal importance with the great Revival of Religion, which com- 
Vou. VIE. 58 































































458 Commemoration, &c. 


menced in the last century, and has spread with increasing influ- 
ence at home and abroad. 

The instruments which have been raised up by Divine Provi- 
dence in his Church, for the benefit of mankind, have always been 
singularly fitted for their several spheres of action among the dif- 
ferent denominations of the Christian world. 

While the Church of England may justly boast of a great num- 
ber of distinguished Divines, the learned and able champions of 
the orthodox faith, the Dissenters have also had their Baxter, 
Howe, Watts, Duppriper, and others. Wuireriep also holds 
avery distinguished place in the history of the Church of the last 
century ; nor can there be any doubt but that the Christian world 
in general has been extensively benefitted by the writings and 
labours of those burning and shining lights, Joan and Cuarves 
Wes ey, and by the zealous exertions of the Societies which were 
founded by them, and which have since extended into so many 
parts of the earth. 

The Father of Methodism, the late Rev. Joan Weswey, was 
rendered by Divine Providence an instrument of greater good to 
mankind, than perhaps any individual, however eminent, since the 
Reformation. ) 

The singular endowments of that extraordinary man, his wisdom, 
learning, piety, zeal, catholic spirit, and unwearied labours, during 
a life unusually prolonged, are altogether, perhaps, without a par- 
allel since the Apostolic age ; and the fruits of his toil in the large 
and flourishing Societies.of Christians, and in the increase of 
Preachers of the Gospel, both at home and abroad, raised up under 
his fostering care, dernand peculiar acknowledgements of gratitude 
to the Lord of the Harvest. 

The dedication of this great man to the service of the sanctuary, 
by his ordination to the sacred office of the Ministry, viewed in 
connexion with his subsequent labours, has apparently produced 
greater results of a moral and religious nature, than have arisen 
from the efforts of any other individual on record, in modern 
times; and his immediate followers especially, who are the fruits 
of his Ministry, are bound to recollect it with peculiar feelings of 
joy and thanksgiving. 

To commemorate, therefore, the Centenary oF Mr. Westey’s 
OrpinatTion, which took place on the 19th Septeinber, 1725, by 
some appropriate services of a religious nature, on the 19th 
September, 1825, may tend, it is thought, to excite gratitude to 
God, to whom all the glory is ascribed, for the great Revival of 
true Religion in these lands, by the instrumentality of his servant; 
may confer a deserved honour on the memory, character, and 
distinguishing principles, of a man whom the Lord so eminently 
blessed ; and may perhaps stimulate many others, who are rising 
into life and usefulness, to imitate as far as circumstances may 


allow, his bright example. 
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It is therefore respectfully submitted to the ensuing Conference, 
to consider whether some peculiar services might not be generally 
adopted on the 19th September, 1825, throughout the Methodist 
Connexion, both at home and abroad, which would render the 
day highly profitable to the public, and at the same time tend to 
transmit our doctrines and discipline, with their hallowing effects, 
to the latest posterity. 

There are great numbers of the junior Members of the Me- 
thodist Societies, who have never had a proper opportunity of 
acquainting themselves even with the outlines of the life and 
character of the Founder of Methodism, of the rise and progress 
of the Connexion, and of its doctrines, discipline, and success, in 
any systematic or comprehensive form; and yet such information 
might produce enlargement of mind, and prove of singular benefit, 
not only to the Members of the Methodist Societies, but to the 
public at large, by removing prejudices, and by giving greater 
publicity to those important views, on experimental Religion 
especially, which distinguish the writings of Mx. Wesuey, and the 
body of which he was the Founder. 

If a clear and succinct epitome of Mr. Westey’s life, labours, 
and character, together with a view of the leading doctrines, disci- 
pline, and progress of the Societies, could be brought before the 
assembled congregations, so as to form a part of the two services, 
morning and evening, on the day of the Commemoration, in all the 
Chapels throughout the Methodist Connexion, in every part of 
the world, very important information might be extensively diffused 
bysuch a measure. For this purpose, it would be proper to appoint 
a small Committee to prepare and print (but not to publish) such an 
epitome, in two Parts, to be previously sent to every Travelling 
Preacher, and read in all the Chapels, after the Sermons, throughout 
the world, on that day. Perhaps three or five persons, to form such 
a Committee, would be better than a larger number. The Preach- 
ers would, of course, be left at liberty to make such additions to the 
Printed Documents as they might judge proper and expedient, or 
to use them as the basis of the discourses they might themselves 
deliver on that day. | 

It has been proposed, that this epitome should be divided into 
two parts, because one could not contain all the information which 
it might be desirable to convey, without beng too long for con- 
venient use; and the subject naturally divides itself into two 
branches :—1. The life, labours, and character of Ma. Wesiry :-— 
2. The rise and progress, doctrines, discipline, and extent of 
Methodism. A morning and evening service would afford an 
afternoon for social communion among the Societies, and espe- 
cially for a frugal Christian repast to be given to the poorer 
Members of the Society, and to the Children educating in our nu- 
merous Sunday and other Charity Schools. 

But this is not all. In order to render the commemoration 
permanently useful, some lasting Monument of the event should 
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be raised, so as to perpetuate the remembrance of the solemnity, 
and to remind the future age of the sentiments of the present. 

There has long been much wanted a large Building in some 
central situation in London, for the purpose of accomodating a 
numerous audience on the Anniversaries of Religious Institutions, 
and especially at the Annual Meeting of our own Missionary 
Society. ‘The Wesleyan Missionary Committee are also so 
greatly inconvenienced for want of proper offices to carry on 
with efficiency and despatch the increased and very increasing 
business of our extensive Missions, that they must of necessity 
look speedily out for the requisite accommodation in more ex- 
tensive premises. 

As Mr. Wesuey was once himself a Missionary to the Heathen ; 
as his work at home was pursued in the missionary spirit and 
character; and as the foreign Missions of the Methodists were 
commenced during his life, and had his warmest patronage ;— 
perhaps nothing could be more appropriate on the Centenary of 
his Ordination,—nothing could be more in his spirit, and in the 
spirit of his people,—than to make a general Subscription and 
Collection, in order to raise a fund sufficient to purchase land and 
erect suitable Premises for a Wesueyan Mission-Hovse and a 
spacious Hauu for the Public Meetings of the Society, with 
suitable Orrices for such other branches of the business of the 
Connexion, as may demand a public and a permanent situation ; 
that so those great interests, in which his heart was so engaged, 
and for which he lived and died, may be conducted on a scale 
commensurate with their present extended magnitude, and with 
the prospects of their growing importance. The Hall should be 
constructed on such a scale as to contain a very large assembly, 
by which means the Subscribers and Friends to our Missions may 
be accommodated, at all the Public Meetings of the Society.— 
Subscriptions made for this object should: be considered as 
Subscriptions to the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, and 
as such entitling the Subscribers to the same privileges of admis- 
sion, which belong to members in general according to the 
present Ruie. 

It is proposed that the Property shall be vested in twenty-four 
Trustees, twelve Travelling Preachers, and twelve other Gentle- 
men, (members of the Society,) in trust for the use of the Wesleyan- 
Methodist Missionary Society; and to be under the direction 
and control of the Committee, appointed from year to year by 
the Conference, for the management of their Missions. 

In addition to the enlarged accommodation afforded to the 
Missions, the advantages to the Connexion at large of having a 
central and public place of notoriety in the Metropolis, in which 
all the public records of the Connexion might be deposited,—a 
Library for the Connexion collected, to which many large dona- 
tions of beoks would be constantly made, or bequeathed,—and 
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known and irremoveable offices of Registry established,—are so 
obvious as to require no arguments to prove their general utility. 
They are important interests now, and they will become still 
more so in future years. 





On these suggestions, but one sentiment pervaded the Public 
Breakfast-Meeting, in London, 4th May, 1824, and the following 
Resolutions were adopted :— 

“1. That this Meeting, impressed with the unspeakable advan- 
tages which, under God, the Methodist Connexion, and the whole 
British Empire, have derived from the labours and writings of 
the late Rev. Joun Westey, A. M., think it a suitable expression 
of their gratitude to God, and their veneration for the character 
and principles of their Founder, to mark the Centenary of his 
entrance into the Ministerial Office, by a public Commemoration. 

“2. That as this Meeting ascribe the whole glory of the great 
work which was commenced and carried on by the labours of 
their revered Founder, to God alone, and honour man only as the 
instrument of God, they recommend that the appointed day shall 
be celebrated by solemn religious services.  - 

“3. That this Meeting agree to recommend to the Conference, 
that the Centenary of Mr. Wesuey’s Ordination to the Christian 
Ministry be celebrated on the 19th of September, 1825; that on 
that day Public Service shall be held in the Chapels of the 
Methodist Connexion both at home and abroad, and appropriate 
Sermons preached ; that two Papers shall be prepared to be 
read on that occasion, one briefly detailing the principal events of 
Mr. Westey’s Life, the other containing a view of the Doctrines 
which he so successfully taught, and of the Discipline which he 
established in our Societies; that Collections be made on that day, 
(to be added to the Private Subscriptions previously raised,) for 
the purpose of erecting suitable Premises in London, for con- 
ducting the business of the Wesleyan Missions, and especially for 
erecting a Hall sufficiently commodious for holding the Annual 
Meetings of the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Society, includ- 
ing also rooms for a General Register Office, and for other general 
purposes of the Connexion ; and that the Missionary Committee 
be requested to transmit this Resolution to the Conference, with 
such details of the plan as may be deemed necessary.” 

The following List of Subscriptions made at the Meeting will 
best show the interest which was excited among the friends 
assembled, and the lively gratitude to God which was produced 


in their hearts by their being thus reminded of the “ years 


of the right hand of the most High,” and of the propriety of — 


giving to their thankfulness a visible and permanent expression, 
in a Monument at once appropriate and commemorative. 

The Subscription thus liberally begun 1s commended to the 
Connexion at large, as well as the proposed Plan. From the 
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manner in which it is received, the Conference will be able more 
fully to judge of the propriety of the whole proposal, and to make 
the preparatory arrangements. 

With respect to the proposed Premises for carrying on the 
concerns of the Missions, &c., &c., it may be necessary to say, 
that from the great accumulation of business in that important 
department, the present Mission-House has become exceedingly 
inconvenient, and a removal to other premises, which may afford 
proper accommodation, must ere long take place. We are also 
to look to the future ; and from the rapid extension of our Missions, 
and their success under the Divine blessing, such an accommo- 
dation for the efficient despatch of the business connected with 
them ought in prudence to be provided as may meet the wants of 
succeetling years. 

Astoa Hall for holding the Annual Meetings, that also has 
become necessary, both from the inconvenient situation of our 
larger Chapels, and from other advantages which would be derived, 
not only from a central situation, but from the circumstance of 
meeting in a Building erected principally for this purpose. Large 
as this Hall must be for that occasion, it will not remain unoccupied 
in the intervals of the Annual Meetings, as it is designed so to 
construct it, as to enclose a part, when not thus employed, for 
various other. useful purposes. Collectively taken, the Hall, the 
Mission-Office, and other Offices, for the use of different branches 
of the public business of the Connexion, constructed on a plan, in 
the pure taste of Mr. Westey himself, noble yet simple, will form 
an honourable monument to his name, and place Methodism visibly 
among the puBLic iNsTITUTIONS of the Country. The direct 
connexion of such a building with the spread of the work of 
God in the world is, however, its strongest commendation; and 
if a public Monument to Mr. Wes ey is to be at all erected, it is 
difficult to conceive of one more appropriate than that, in which 
constant impulse, and direction, and aid will be given, from year 
to year, to the manifestation of those pure doctrines which were 
taught by him to the various tribes of men throughout the earth, 
and to the establishment of that salutary discipline which he 
introduced, and which has been found so peculiarly efficient in the 
promotion of Missionary objects. On any other project there 
would be great differences of opinion; on this, scarcely any ;— 
and unanimity is of greatimportance. Methodism was Missionary 
from its first rise; in this it assimilates more to primitive Christian- 
ity, than any other revival of the Work of God from the primitive 
ages of the Church. Our very hymns are the standing proofs of 
this :—they show, that our Founder connected, in the strength of 
his faith, the work of God in its earliest stages in these lands, with 
the coming of his universal kingdom ;—that he bounded in hisantici- 
pations from the conversion of an individual to the conversion of the 
whole world, and taught us, having obtained mercy ourselves, to ask 
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‘¢ What shall I do to make it known 
What thou for all mankind hast done ?” 


The general amount of a public Congregational Collection, 
throughout the Connexion, can nearly be estimated ; but it will 
depend entirely upon the Private Subscriptions which our princi- 
pal friends may wmmediately offer, to what extent the Committee 
may carry their views, and make their preliminary arrangements. 
It will be remembered that a central situation for the proposed 
premises is essential to the plan, and that the price of Jand in the 
City of London, with the buildings which must be purchased 
along with any suitable site, will be found exceedingly costly. 
But the erection of such a commemorative Building is a work 
which, if done at all, ought to be done liberally; representing, as 
it will, the GratitupE, the PUBLIC FEELING, and TasTE of the 
whole Body. It will have, too, this crowning consideration, that 
every part of the money laid out will from age to age be employ- 
ing itself in the promotion of the Kingdom of our Lord, by 
giving efficiency to the operations carried on in every Mission 
Station. 

The friends who commenced the Subscriptions at the Morning- 
Chapel in London made them all in Guineas, rather than in 
Pounds, in the hope that that part of their example also would be 
cheerfully followed. 

Many of the persons who began the Subscription adopted a 
suggestion which had been thrown out, that it might be advisable 
for Heads of Families to enter in the list the names of their 
several CHILDREN as sharers with themselves in this act of public 
gratitude ;—thereby marking their sense of the debt of gratitude 
owing by their families, as well as by themselves, to Religion, and 
to the great man, from whom, instrumentally, many have derived 
their acquaintance with its truth and power; and, at the same 
time, conveying to their children an impressive testimony of their 
desire that the vital Doctrines of Christianity, which have been 
so beneficial and so dear to their own hearts, may be always held 
sacred by their posterity. An exact List of all the Subscribers 
will be published, and preserved in the Mission-tlouse, when 
completed. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


At the Public Breakfast, in the Morning-Chapel, City-Road, 
Tuesday, May 4th, 1824 :— 


£. & d. 
Joseph Butterworth, Esq.,M.P. — - . - - - §25* 0 0 
Thomas Farmer, Esq., Lambeth Society and Congregation, - 625 0 0 
Jobn Carr, Esq., Sewardstone, - - 62 10 90 


Mr. Thomas Maughan, himself, Wife, and three Children, Ten Guineas 
each, - : : - - - - - 52 10 6 
James Wood, Esq. Manchester, - - - - - 6210 6 


* Equal to $2334 934 cents. 
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W.G. Scarth, Esq., Leeds, - - - 
Mr. Alexander Suter, of Halifax, for bieseall and four Brother S, Viz. 
John Wesley, Henry, Peter, and Samuel Suter, Ten guineas each, 





Joseph Carne, Esq., Penzance, - - - - 
William Dickenson, Esq. Newington : - 52 10 0 
Mrs. Dickinson, - : - - 10 10 O 
Mr. Hall, Holborn, - - - ° : 4 
Rev. George Morley, - : - - - 10 10 0 
Mrs. Morley and Children, - - - 10 10 O 
Rev. John Mason, - - - -. 1010 0 
Mrs. Mason, and five Children, - - : 10 10 0O 
Mr. Fleming, Brunswick- Place, eit - - = cetKe 
Rev. John Cropp, Isleof Wight, -  - - - - 
Rev. George Smith, Leeds, - - - ater 
Mr. Wyley, jun., Norwich, - - - - 10 10-0 
Mrs. Wyley, Dito, - “4 : - - 5 5 0 
Mr. Dixon, Ditlo, — - - - - - - 6 5 0 
Mrs. Dixon, Ditto, - - . - - 5 6 0 
Rev. William Jenkins, for himself, Wife, and seven Children, - 
Mr. Shipton, Southwark, - - - - 422 0 0” 
Mr. Thomas Shipton, Ditto, - - - 10 10 0 
Jacob Jones, Esq., Ptnetery-Squern, - : - 26 5 0 
Mrs. Jones, - . - 10 10 O 


Fhomas Marriott, Esq , Windsor Terrace, 

Mr. Manning, Aldgate, himself, wee, and eight Children, One Guinea 
each, é 

Mr. Riggall, Alford, Lincolnshire, - 





Mr. Higgs, Southwark, Mrs. Higgs, on three Children, : . 
Rev. Richard Waddy, - &6 5 O 
Mrs. Waddy, and Children, - - - - 6 6 0 
Thomas F. Rance, Esq., City-Road, - : - - 
John Hallam, Esq., Friday-Street, - - - §210 O 
Mrs. Hallam, Ditto, - - : - 1010 0 
Four Children, Five Guineas each, - - 21 0 0 
Mr. Turnley, Lambeth, - - - - 21 0 0 
Mrs. Turnley, Ditto. - - - - 1010 O 
Four Sons, Five Guineas each, - - - 21 0 0 
Mr. Chaille, Hoxton, - - . - - 65 6 O 
Mrs. Chaille, Ditto, - - - - - 6§ 6&6 O 
bait 
Mr. Blanch, Fish-Street Hill, . i. . Nem 
Mr. Lowe, Bishopsgate-Sircet, - - - 9°2-0 
Mrs. Lowe, Diilo, - - - - 220 
Master Lowe, - - - ar 94 © 
Mr. Scott, Chelsea, : - - - - § & O 
Mrs. Scott, Ditto, : - : - - 6§ 5 0 
Mr. Blackburne, Bradford, - - - - - 


Mr. Townend, Keighley, 


Rev. James Buckley, for himself, Mrs. Buckley, and six Children, 
Rev. John Furness, High Wycombe, 
Mr. Isaac Day, Southwark, - - - : 


84 


52 
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10 
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Rev. John Kershaw, Mrs. Kershaw, and seven Children, 


Mr. Robert Hudson, . ‘ fi x 
Mrs. Hudson, - . : # 
Mr. Joseph Horne, Regent-Street, - - 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Brown, and three Children, 
Mr. Corderoy, Lambeth, - - - 


Mrs. Corderoy, Ditto. - - ‘ i 
Six Children, - - . ‘ 


Mr. Walter Griffith, - - - - - 
Mrs. Griffith, - . . e 
Two Children, Five Guineas each, - - 

Mr. G. Urling, Strand, - - . ° 
Mrs. Urling, - - - “ F 
Two Children, Five Guineas each, - : 

Rev. Robert Newton, Salford, <P ‘i 
Mrs. Newton and Children, - : < 

Rev. Joseph Pratten, Newbury, - - - 

Mr. Tagg, Spitalfields, - - : 
Mrs. Tagg, - - . u ‘i 


Six Children, One Guinea each, 


Rev. Joseph Agar, Sheffield, - - 
Rev. Jabez Bunting, Mrs. Bunting, and Children, - 
Mr. and Mrs. Jobnson, and six rae ed RemENE, - 
Mr. Ekett, Chelsea, - - - 
Mrs. Ekett, - + - - 
Three Children, One Guinea each, - - 


Rev Jobn Scott, - - 
Rev. A. Watmough, Grav esend;, - - 
Mr. W. B. Boddy, Lambeth, - - 
Rev. T. Ludiam, Tunbridge “— - 
Mr. John Ludlam, : 
* Mr. Joseph Ludlam, - - 
Mr. James Ludlam, - - - 


Rev. Robert Martin, - ; “ é 
Mr. and Mrs. Sims, Queen- Street, - - - 
Five Children, One Guineaeach, - © 


Mr. E. Day, Hackney, - 
Henry Houghton, Esq., Pamanty- “Stree - - 


Mrs. Honghton, - de 
Rev. Joseph Taylor, . - . it 

Mrs. Taylor, - -° - - ‘ 

Fletcher Taylor, - : q 


Mr. Handisyde, Bloomsbury, 
Mr. Thomas Edge, Westminster, — - . . 


Mrs. Edge, - - - : 
Rev. William Lord, Brighton, - - . 
Mrs. Lord, - - Z : 


Three Children, One Guinea each, 


Rev. Thomas Jackson, Mrs. Jackson, and two Children, 
Rev. John Bell, and Mrs. Bell, Manningtree, 


Vou. VII. 59 
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£. s. J. 

Lancelot Haslope, Esq. Highbury-Ledge, - 52 10 © 

Rev. R. Watson and Mrs. Watson, . - 10 10 © 
Mrs. A. Bealey, Radcliffe, - - . - 26 5 0 
Miss Bealey, - . - 5 5 0 
Master Richard Bealey, - - - - 56 6 0 
Master Adam Bealey, : - - 5 5 O 
Master John Bealey, : - - 5 6 O 
Master Samuel Bealey, . - 6 6 O 

———— §210 & 

Mr. David Simpson, _— - - : - . 10 10 @ 

Mr. Thomas Fannin, Dublin _ - - - 56 0 G 

Mr. Abraham Briscoe, Ditto . - . 1 Q 0 


INDIAN MAGNANIMITY. 
Dear Sir, 


I rake the liberty of writing to you with more freedom than 
when I am performing an official duty, or detailing the statistics 
of the Mission. I shall never regret the pains which IJ have taken 
to be present at the Council, which has just been held at the new 
Garrison ; the most interesting which perhaps was ever held in an 
Indian country. The Sth inst. was appointed for the surrender of 
those criminals who had killed the whites to Col. Arbuckle for trial. 
The Chiefs having requested me to be present on the occasion, J 
went with cheerfulness, yet with doubts and fears respecting any 
good result of the interview. So new and so strange weuld it be 
for the Osage Chiefs to deliver their men to be tried for their 
lives. ‘They had attempted, last year to take a murderer to the 
fort, a young man for killing a Cherokee, and had not been able to 
do it. How then could they surrender six or seven of their 
chief warriors; what power had the Chiefs to do this? and whe 
“ever heard of criminals giving up themselves? all that we knew 
concerning the ways of these Indians led us to fear, that when the 
day to resign themselves arrived, the delinquents would shrink 
back and be missing. But God who has all hearts in his hands, 
ordered it in a different manner. 

It is to be kept in mind, that emong Indians, the leaders of a 
war-party are accountable for ail the mischief done by the party. 
They conduct the campaign, and give the orders, although they do 
not fire'a gun. If, therefore, innocent blood be shed, the leaders 
are considered as the criminals. ‘The leaders in the late affair 
were of course demanded. At the head of these, was the noted 
Mad Buffaloe, who sent his war-club to New-York. I mention 
his name with more regret, as he had so lately resigned into your 
hands bis insrgnia belli. It would lengthen out my Journal, to 
give a full account of the superstitious mistakes, and deep delu- 
sions, by which he was led to the lamentable deed. Suffice it to 
say that he and others had lost relatives; that it is considered by 
them wrong to cease mourning, until they have slain or caused to 
be slain, some of their enemies; that they had just made an un- 
suecesstul campaign against the Pawnees; that they were likely 
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vo return without avenging the manes of their deceased ; and con- 
sequently that they could not put off the tokens of mourning, and 
put on signs of gladness; or, in other words could not shave and 
paint their heads, till they had destroyed some of their fellow-mor- 
tals. ‘This led the deluded party to determine on sacrificing the 
first human beings which should fall in their way, and this hap- 
pened to be a camp of Americans. 

Of this war-party, Mad Buffaloe was prime leader. There 
were several others, called leaders, and a large number of young 
men in the party. Their leaders, like all warriors, are men of re- 
nown, heads of bands, and much respected among the people. It 
was the universal opinion that they would not submit themselves 
for trial. From their long delay, the officers at the Fort had rea- 
son to expect they would not. People, who are most acquainted 
with these Indians, were the first to say “ they will never give 
themselves up.” 

On the 7th, the whole town to the number of four thousand, 
had encainped at the falls of the Verdigris, four miles from the 
Fort. At 12 o’clock on the 8th, no Indians had arrived. The 
Colonel was in doubt as to what they designed to do. . He had 
thrown up a breast-work of wood, enclosing the encampment and 
stores. He had made preparations to meet them, provided they 
should approach with hostile intentions. His mind was collected 
and thoughtful. His inquiries on my arrival, denoted some fear 
that they might become turbulent, if not terrifick. 

About one o’clock, it was announced that four hundred warriors 
were approaching. They forded the river about half a mile 
above the fort, and halted at a little distance in the most perfect 
order. Many of them brought their guns, bows and arrows, and 
tomahawks, which was said to be unusual when they met in Coun- 
cil. Indeed 1 could perceive some signs of fear in those aroun 
me, in the Fort. In a few minutes, the Colonel invited CLamore 
and the other Chiefs to an interview. The old Chief came for- 
ward in complete American dress, with the sash from his friend, 
Mr. Littxie, of New-York, around his waist.—His shirt was of 
fine linen, and ruffed. Coat and pantaloons, of fine blue, formerly 
worn, perhaps, by some officer of distinction at Washington. 
CaMore is naturally a stately Indian, of about six feet in height, 
and his towering pink plume, rising a foot above his hat, gave him 
a noble appearance. Instead of a sword he carried in his hand 
his magnificent pipe. This was the first time I had seen the old 
Chief thus habited ; and the moment I saw him in this attire, I 
felt a secret impression that something was to be done honourable 
to himself, and happy for the nation. His countenance was un- 
commonly placid. He seemed to feel his dignity, and when I 
took him by the hand, I perceived that he was friendly, and was 
thinking to do right.—This Chief, like all other Indians, and like 
all other men, has his failings ; but I never meet him without feeling 
a strong attachment towards him, mingled with respect. I love 
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Ciamore, and believe he loves and respects all our countrymen. 
He certainly has had many < advantages above the bulk of the na- 
tion, and has a mind of great penetration. It has been said that 
he sometimes acts a double part for the sake of popularity; and 
that he has secretly opposed the reformation of his people through 
the instrumentality of this Mission. Be this as it may, his con- 
duct on the memorable occasion before us, which is in perfect 
coincidence with all his publick declarations, evinces a disposition 
to do the thing that is best for his nation. 

There were present two good interpreters, viz. Mr. Wituiams 
and Francois Mocre. The Colonel opened the talk, by stating 
that he was ready to receive those men, who were leaders in the 
party that killed the whites. To this Cuamore replied, that his 
people wished to have these men tried by the commanding officer, 
at this place. The Colonel then fully explained to him his in- 
competency to try men for a trespass against the Civil Govern- 
ment; the tenor of our laws; the nature of the trial; the way in 
which it would proceed ; and the care which would be taken to 
come at the truth, and to do justice. He also gave assurance, 
that the men should be conducted in safety to Little Rock, the seat 
of justice for this territory. 

This satisfied the Chiefs, and led them to request the Colonel 
to repeat the same talk in the hearing of all the people.—They 
then retired, and the old Chief harangued his people for twenty 
minutes, repeating the talk he had heard, and making promises to 
the unhappy men, that their families should be provided for. 
Thus the scene became more and more interesting to the anxious 
spectators. Will these men, after all, willingly submit? Can it 
be? was the secret inquiry that went round. 

A large Council Circle was formed, and the criminals were 
seated in the centre. The Colonel then repeated in the ears of 
the criminals the explanations and assurances already given ; and 
a scene followed, as feeling as it was surprising —Of Roman Gene- 
rals, resigning themselves, with more than Roman firmness, into 
the hands of our Government, to be tried for their lives. Mad 
Buffaloe, in full American eniforiy; first arose, and taking each of 
us by the hand, thus addessed the commanding officer : “* Ameri- 
can chief, it was by accident that those white people were killed. 
But at your word, I will go to answer for this offence.” His voice 
was.a little agitated, but full. His countenance, naturally fierce, 
and savage, was now bold and firm. As he closed, the Coun- 
sellors and Fathers round the circle, in very mild accents, pro- 
nounced what he had said to be right. This response was calcu- 
fated to strengthen the criminals in their decision. ‘The second 
then arose and said, ** Chief, I have never wished to kill white 
men; no, when they have come to my town, I have, with pleasure, 
fed them.—But since you wish me to go and answer for this af- 
fair, I will go.” Another rose and said, “ My great Father, | 
have lived in peace till you see my head is full of gray hairs, and 
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now they are covered with sorrow. At your word | will go.” In 
language like this, did each separately address the Colonel. Yes, 
my dear Sir, in language and manner affecting to the most’ insen- 
sible heart. To each, the old Counsellors responded a note of 
approbation, which bespoke the unanimity of the nation in the 
measure. There were present, also, delegates from the people 
of White*Hair’s village, the Little Osages, and Shungeh-Moineh’s 
towns, to testify their satisfaction in having the criminals given up ; 
and two of whom came forward and addressed the Colonel to 
that effect. 

Here, Sir, was a scene deeply affecting to my feelings. It al- 
most overcame me.—I said, is this possible? Have these men, 
who never read a syllable of true greatness, a magnanimity so 
great? Are their savage minds capable of such a sense of honour. 

A general silence ensued. All were astonished. The criminals 
took their seats with a countenance neither malicious nor fearful, 
but honest and thoughtful. I may say with confidence that no 
one saw on that day a malicious look in an Osage. I would go 
further, and say, that since my arrival in this country, I have 
scarcely seen one of the nation cast a malicious eye. 

In a subsequent address, Colonel Ansucxte was led to remark, 
that they had conducted in a manner most honourable to them- 
selves, and that he never entertained so high an opinion of the 
nation before. He told the prisoners, that had they been guilty, 
they would have taken to the Praire, and not appeared at the fort : 
that their very countenances indicated innocence ; that it was not 
for him to predict the result of the trial; but that they could have 
done nothing more calculated to lead to a favourable result. Mad 
Buffaloe in particular gained great honour to himself. When the 
time came for them to bid adieu to their families, natural affection 
gained the ascendency, and they were led to request liberty to be 
with their friends two days longer. With this accustomed wisdom 
the Colonel removed the difficulty by assuring them that their 
wives and children might come to see them at any time while they 
remained in the fort. They then rose and followed the Colonel 
into the Garrison, where they were received by the soldiers, and 
conveyed away for safe keeping. During all this time, nota sigh 
nor a cry was heard among the people; a thing without parallel 
in the nation. For, usually on the smallest occurrence rather un- 
propitious, there is much crying and sobbing. Indeed, so far from 
opposing the measure, the women are all in favour of it; know- 
ing that it will save them and their children from being destroyed 
by war. The Colonel expressed the highest satisfaction at the 
conduct of the people generally, and treated them not merely as 
a friend, but as a father. He gave them the customary presents 
in food and tobacco; but was careful tq give them nothing until 
they had done the business for which they came to the Fort. At 
night the Chiefs slept in the Commanders’ tent, and the people 
generally returned to their camp.—Misstonary Register. 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


—_——- 


in the preceding Number we gave some extracts from the last Minutes of the 
Wesleyan Methodists, stating the Number of Church members under the care of 
tkat Conference ; and from the September Number of their Magazine, we were 
enabled to give our readers an abridged account of the Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
ferences of England and Ireland, as well as of the meeting of Methodist ministers 
in the Principality of Wales. We rejoice in thus being able to exhibit to the 
patrons of our Magazine, the progress of the work of God among our brethren 
of the Old World, who are prosecuting, with increased ardour and viguur, their 
vast plans for evangelizing the world, and of bringing all men to “ the obedience 
of Christ!” Though the Methodists are “one every where—one in their doc- 
trines, discipline, and” general “usages,” yet for the purpose of effecting the great 
object of their united zeal and energies with greater facility, they are under the 
necessity of establishing, in some measure, separate and independent Conferences, 
each having the privilege of regulating its own internal concerns. Thus, the 
Irish preachers hold their annual Conferences in Ireland, being assisted, how- 
ever, in their deliberations with a President appointed by the British Conference, 
who is generally the last acting President of their own Conference; and their 
affectionate attachment for each other is kept up and moistened with the annual 
interchange of delegates, and the exchange of mutual addresses. The following 
eddresses passed from each to other at their last sittings: — 


THE ADDRESS OF THE IRISH CONFERENCE TO THE BRITISH 
CONFERENCE. 


Very Dear Fathers and Brethren, 

As in the annual assurance of your 
affectionate attachment and brotherly 
love, we recognize our unity with Him 
who is the Head over all, so we feel an 
unspeakable gratitude to our common 
Lord and Saviour, in whom we have one 
hope and ground of rejvicing, and by 
whose Spirit we feel that we are built 
up together with you, one temple and 
habitation of God. We joy in God our 
Saviour, that it hath pleased Him in our 
time to excite a more catholic feeling 
amongst professing Christians than in 
former years; but that we should be 
more than ever identified withthe Parent 
Society is, to us, a cheering ground of 
hope that we shall be yet more and 
more established in truth and love, even 
as you are. 

it excited our warmest gratitude to 
God on your behalf, when we read of 
your prosperity,—of the glory which 
rests on your hill of the Zion of God,— 
of your spiritual consolations,—of the 
abundant success of the Word of the 
Lord,—and of your increasing means of 
efficient and extensive usefulness, both 
at home and abroad; and, though at a 
distance, seeing the land afar off, we 
would fain indulge the hope, that yet 


we may see the goings forth of the 
divine presence, until our land become, 
as yours, the garden of the Lord. 

The difference of circumstances be- 
tween your country and ours is too 
apparent not to be seen and felt. In 
your country, the means of active in- 
dustry are generally afforded to your 
immense population :—ourland is wasted 
by idleness, and a want of the means 
of employment. You have a popula- 
tion predisposed by education and 
opinion to favour the Gospel,—the 
reverse of this feeling is fatally pro- 
duced in Ireland by prejudice and 
superstition. You havea capital to call 
forth your national energies :—while 
the violent and untaught energies of 
our land are liable to the domination 
and misdirection of those who may be 
dispused to excite our jéalousies or 
discontents. 

That Methodism, in Ireland, should 
feel the unfavourable influence of these 
circumstances is natural: and hence 
our poverty has induced a desire for 
emigration, and our ranks are annually 
reduced ; while the means of comforta- 
ble existence are withheld from many 
by want of trade. Yet when we con- 


sider that ali the dispensations of God’s 
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providence, even those permitted to 
chasten our land; are under the control 
of Him who is the Saviour of all men, 
we are still encouraged to look forward 

‘for an amelioration of our national 
tondition, for the important benefits of 
useful and religious education, and for 
the more successful ministrations of the 

2ospel of the Son of God. 

'. We cannot give you too warmly our 
hearty approval of your benevolent 
designs of good towards our benighted 
country, in the furtherance of Mission- 
ary labours, and of a useful and religi- 
ous education. The intelligent and 
active exertions of your agent, the Rev. 
Vaventine Warp,have not only excited 
our admiration of your wise and gene- 
rous plans, but of your choice of the 
person to whom you have committed 
the trust. To his exertions, and the 
mutual counsel of our venerable Presi- 
dent and his Colleagues, we are much 
indebted in this good work ; and we hope 
that, without the imputation of a too san- 
guine feeling, we may say,—These are 
the beginnings of better days in Ireland. 

Though at our last Conference we had 
to deplore a serious diminution of our 
numbers, occasioned by emigration and 
other causes, yet we are thankful for 
our present state ; for though we have 
had nearly equal losses in this year, God 
has added to us many souls; and our 
increase, upon the whole, encourages 
our hope of future prosperity. 

It is with lowly gratitude we venture 
to say, that, during several years past, 
our beloved Societies never were more 
united in christian affection, more con- 
stant in religious ordinances, more fer- 
vent in prayer for the prosperity of the 
Lord’s work, or more truly and deeply 
devoted to God, than at this moment. 

For the purpose of furthering this 
enlargement of good to us and our 
people, we are resolved to “ take heed 
to ourselves, and to our doctrine ;” to 
preach the word “ in season and out of 
season ;” to preach “ Christ in you the 
hope of glory ;” and to walk according- 
ly. In imitation of your system of 
Finance, we have recommended to our 
beloved people the excellent plans 
which have been adopted by you for 
providing the necessary means of sup- 
porting the work of God among us; 
and we have every reason to hope, that, 


by the use of those plans, as far as they 
are practicable, the ends proposed will 
soon be accomplished. ‘It is true we 
are still painfully embarrassed ; but our 
“God will provide,” whose are all the 
riches in the heavens and in the earth. 

Could any motive be wanted to en- 
liven our grateful attachment to you, 
dear Fathers and Brethren, have we 
not had it in your continued liberality 
to us from year to year? But let it 
suffice that we feel we are the younger 
children of one common family; and 
that while we are not prodigal, you will 
not despise or neglect our necessities. 

In farther imitation of your wisely- 
adopted plans, we have yielded to the 
generous invitation of our beloved So- 
cieties in Cork and Belfast, in which 
places we intend in future, as well as 
in this beloved City, to hold our Con- 
ferences. Next year, according to the 
Resolution of the Conference, we trust 
under God’s blessing, to meet in the 
city of Cork. ? 

The visit of our beloved and venerated 
President, Mr. Moore, has been most 

teful to us. His spirit and wisdom 
coe been for comfort and counsel to 
us. The labours and advices of our 
beloved and excellent Brethren, Messrs. 
Newton, Tayior, and Warp, who have 
kept back nothing from us that could edi- 
fy, and wee. and refresh us, both 
in public and private, oblige us to bear 
them on our hearts, before the Lord, with 
feelings which we cannot describe. 

We send as our Representatives, 
Brothers Cnartes Mayne and Joun 
Stuart, men approygd in all things, 
—men of our choice and affection. 

Surely we can say with a glad heart, 
—‘ Hitherto the Lord bath helped us. 
In Him we have bad strength and 
righteousness. We are thy servants, O 
Lord, and Thou wilt save us.” 

In all oor assemblies we have had 
you in our hearts, and have not ceased 
to pray for you, that the God of Israel, 
even the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, may be in the midst of you. 
Unto God, Fathers and Brethren, we 
commend you; and may He preserve 
your bodies and souls unto everlasting 


life, through Jesus Christ. 
Signed, on behalf and by order of the Conference, 
ANDREW HamILTon, Secrelary. 


Dublin, July 6, 1824. 





THE ANSWER OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE TO THE ADDRESS 
FROM THE IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Very Dear Brethren, 
We welcome the return of another 
opportunity of publicly testifying our 


cordial esteem for you as joint partakers 
with us of the faith once delivered to 


the saints. We have, with pleasure, 
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received your Annual Address from the 
hands of the excellent Brethren, whom 
you have sent to us as your Representa- 
tives, the Rev. Coartes Mayne, and 
the Rev. Jonn Stuart; men whose 
praise is in the churches, and who have 
our entire confidence and affection. 

Werejdice in your continued christian 
unity, steadfastness, and zeal, and in 
your attachment to the doctrines and 
discipline inculcated and enforced by 
the great Founder of Methodism. We 
congratulate you on a diminution of 
your pecuniary difficulties, and a small 
increase of your numbers. Your active 
exertions in the formation and support 
of Schools for the religious education 
of youth, and the laborious efforts of 
your Missionaries for the diffusion of 
divine knowledge in the darker parts of 
your interesting country, have our 
warmest approbation. Under trials of 
no common magnitude you have nobly 
persevered ; nothing intimidated by the 
number, or the power, or the theaten- 
ings, of your adversaries. Your suffer- 
ings have excited our deepest sympa- 
thies, and your patient and magnani- 
mous endurance of them has claimed 
our admiration. You have been pre- 
cipitated into a sea of afflictions, as 
unexpected by us as undeserved by you ; 
yet you have not sunk in the mighty 
deep; an unseen hand has sustained 
you; the waves have not gone over 
your head; and by the grace of God, 
you have recovered your footsteps, to 
be placed in circumstances more stable 
and advantageous. 

Let but an areent zeal for the truth, 
the whole truth as it is in Jesus, con- 
tinue to distinguish you; be of one 
heart and of one mind in the service 
of our common Saviour; and then 
rely with confidence upon all the aid 
which our firmest attachment, our ear- 
nest prayers, and our cheerful libe- 
rality, can render you in your necessi- 
ties. 

Dear Brethren, much, very much re- 
mains to be done for Ireland ; but take 
courage, and go forward in the great 
work on which you have entered, until 
ignorance, superstition, bigotry, cruelty, 
and every vice, shal! be banished from 
your shores, and the mass of your popu- 
lation shail be regenerated by the Spirit 
of life from God. Fear not; the Lord 
himself shall appear in your behalf; his 
goings forth will be seen in your sanc- 
tuaries. The Spirit will be poured from 
on high, and the barren wilderness will 
become a fruitful field. The holy arm 
of God will be displayed in the salvation 
of your countrymen. The moral dark- 


ness is already dispersing ; the rays of 
divine light and truth are gilding the 
tops of your mountains, are spreading 
along your fertile valleys ; and the night 
of error and of moral death shall vanish 
before the illuminations of the Sun of 
Righteousness, 

It affords us great satisfaction to learn 
that the state of Ireland is more tranquil 
and prosperous than formerly, and that 
trade, commerce, and agriculture, are all 
improving. The effect of this improve- 
ment will be felt in your financial affairs. 
The adoption of our excellent plan, by 
the distribution of disposable moneys at 
your financial District-Meetings, will 
greatly lessen your pecuniary difficulties, 
and save you from future embarrass- 
ments. 

By the statement contained in your 
Address, and enforced by your highly 
esteemed Representatives, we have been 
induced to continue the same expres- 
sions of our fraternal regard and affec- 
tion which you have so gratefully ac- 
knowledged in the past year. Your cor- 
dial reception, and high approbation, of 
the services of our Jate venerable Presi- 
dent, the Rev. Henry Moores, and his ex- 
cellent associates, have been very agree- 
ableto us. Your approval of the manner 
in which our faithful and beloved Bro- 
ther, the Rev. V. Warp, has fulfilled 
the mission confided to him, in visitiug 
the stations of your Missionaries, and 
advising with them respecting the esta- 
blishment of Schools, and the enlarge- 
ment of the Irish Missions, has also been 
gratifying to us. The reports which he 
has furnished are equally valuable to us. 
for the information which they cortain, 
and honourable to you for the zeal and 
readiness which you have manifested in 
carrying into full effect these plans, 
which have been formed for the moral 
benefit of the uninstructed part of your 
population. 

It is with equal satisfaction that we 
have unanimously agreed to appoint our 
honoured and beloved President, the 
Rev. Rosert Newton, to preside at 
your next Conference, to be held in the 
city of Cork, and, as his companion, our 
highly esteemed Brother, the Rev Ricn- 
arp Wappy. The Rev. Tuomas H. 
Brew ey is appointed to act as the Agent 
of our Missionary Committee for the 
Irish Schools. We have also agreed 
to send one of our Missionary Secre- 
taries to visit the Mission Stations at 
some convenient time of the year; and 
the Rev. V. Warp is directed to repeat 
his visit to them in the month of May 
or June, 1825. The ministrations and 
friendly advices of these messengers of 
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the churches, you will know how to 
appreciate. 

The present year has been filled with 
mercies to us, both temporal and spirit- 
ual. We have had peace in all our bor- 
ders; the poor have had btead to eat ; 
the industrious labourer and mechanic 
have had sufficient employment; and 
tranquility and contentment generally 
prevail. 

In our Societies and Circuits, both at 
home and abroad, the calls for Ministers 
are increasingly urgent; and genuine 
Christianity, by the instrumentality, in 
no inconsiderable degree, of the Method- 
ist Ministry, is spreading through the 
earth. Our Missionary efforts have an- 
nually risen in magnitude and in inte- 
rest, extending to every quarter of the 
globe, and attended by the evident ben- 
ediction of Heaven. The increase of 
Members on our Missionary Stations, 
during the past year, is one thousand 
one hundred andtwenty-nine, and the in- 
crease in Great Britain is seven thousand 
five hundred and forty-one, making eight 
thousand six hundred and seventy addi- 
tional Members, who, we hope, will be 
the crown of our rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord. The word of God falls 
not powerless, but is effectual to the 
conversion of sinners, and the edifying 
of the body of Christ. Earnest suppli- 
cations for the influence of the Holy 
Spirit have, in various places, been 
attended by gracious revivals of the 
work of God in our Societies. 

As our aged Preachers go to their 
reward, others are raised up to fill their 
places. We have this year a large sup- 
yly of young men, well recommended 
for their intelligence and piety, who 
have offered themselves for the Christian 
Ministry. And it may be esteemed rot 
among the least interesting features in 
the present era of Methodism, that su 
many of the Preachers’ Sons have of 
late been called of God, and of his 
people, to minister in holy things. A 
considerable number of the sons of our 
venerable Fathers in the Gospel, who 
have been educated in our own schools, 
and trained up from their infancy in the 
good and the right way, already occupy 
distinguished places in our Churches, 
and are polished instruments for the 
Master’s use. 

Unity, concord, and brotherly kind- 
ness, abound more and more among us. 
The preachers are, generally, of one 
mind and one judgment all over the 
world ;- -one in doctrine, in discipline, 
in affection, in effort to spread the 
Knowledge of the truth, and in resolution 


to be entirely devoted to God, in all in- 


ward and outward holiness: Peaceand | 


good-will also generally prevail among 
our people, with an increase both of 
knowledge and of piety, and an active 
and cheerful co-operation with us in the 
grand design of universally establishing 
the kingdom of God. We behold the 
dawn of the latter-day glory opening 


more and more to the view of our faith, 


and the Isles of the Sea wait to receive 
the law of our Redeemer. 

We contemplate with the liveliest 
emotions the active exertions of benevo~ 
lent and pious men of various other 
denominations, in sending Bibles and 
Missionaries to nations still sitting in 
darkness, and in the shadow of death, 
and rejoice in the eminent success at- 
tendant on their endeavours. 

More especially do we feel grateful 
to Almighty God for the triumphant pro- 
gress of the Gospel through the ministry 
of our Brethren in America. These 
heralds of salvation are spreading them- 
selves through every part of that vast 
continent, from the Bay of Fundi to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and from the shores of 
the Atlantic to the Western wilderness. 
Our esteemed Brethren, the Rev. Ricu- 
ARD Reecr, and the Rev Jonn Han- 
NAH, Were unanimously elected by our 
last Conference to visit that country, 
and to attend the General Conference 
of the American Preachers, in order to 
obtain more dist?net and accurate itfor- 
mation about every thing connected 
with Methodism, and to draw more 
closely together the bonds of Christian 
union and love between the Societies of 
both Connexions-—By this visit we have 
obtained more enlarged information 
concerning the nature and extent of (he 
great work of Ged, and the manneg of 
carrying it on in America; and rejoice 
in being assured. that the doctrines of 
Justification by Faith, of Entire Sancti- 
fication, and of the Witness of the Spirit, 
are plainly, faithfully and successfully 
taught, and followed by the same gra- 
cious effects as in this country. We trust 
also, that by this mission an accurate 
and impressive view of Wesleyan-Me- 
thodism, as it exists in England, in re- 
ference to its doctrines, discipline, and 
general economy, has been given to the 
Preachers and people on the other side 
of the Atlantic; and that God will be 
glorified hy an inereased unity of faith, 
of spirit, and of practice. amongst the 
European and American Societies 

And now, Brethren, we feel that we 
stand on firm ground,—the immutable 
word of God. Jehovah is our Rock 
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and our Defence. He hath helped us 
from the beginning, and, if we follow 
his footsteps, he will go before us to the 
end. We see his work extending and 
encircling the globe, and we ascribe to 
him the glory. Unite with ours your 
fervent prayers to the Father of Lights, 
from whom cometh every good and 
perfect gift, that Zion may speedily be- 
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come the joy of the whole earth, and 
that all nations may know the Lord. 

We wish you, dear Brethren, all peace 
and joy through believing, and pray that 
you may be stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 


Signed, by order and on behalf of the Conference. 
JaBez Buntine, Secretary. 


Leeds, August 9th, 1824. 


——_——— 


THE ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE TO THE METHODIST 
SOCIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


Dearly Beloved Brethren, 

Our Eighty-first Annual Confer- 
ence, by the blessing of Him “ whose 
we are and whom we serve,” has been 
brought to a happy conclusion. God 
has preserved us in one heart and judg- 
ment, in every thing which affects the 
great work in which we are engaged ; 
and o.r public assemblies have been 
crowned by powerful manifestations of 
his presence. The immense concourse 
of our friends who have attended them, 
from various parts of this neighbourhood, 
has been to us an impressive circum- 
stance. It reminds us, “ how mightily 
the word of the Lord has prevailed” in 
these populous districts ; and we doubt 
not but that the prayers, which on these 
occasions have ascended from tens of 
thousands of faithful hearts, in behalf of 
the whole Connexion, are recorded in 
heaven, and will be answered in the ef- 
fusions of divine grace upon all our So- 
cieties, throughout the year. 

We give unfeigned thanks to God, that 
from the reports of the state of the So- 
cieties generally, which bave been made 
to us, we have reason to conclude, that 
they are walking “ in the fear of God, 
and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost ;” 
growing in grace and in the knowledge 
of Ghrist. In this we rejoice, aud will 
rejoice. Ye are our glory and joy ; nor 
have we greater joy than that ye “ stand 
fast in the Lord.” ‘The end of all our 
cares and labours is, that you may be 
preserved blameless until the coming of 
our Lord Jesus, avd that, in the “ day of 
his appearing,” they who sow and they 
who reap may be glorified together. 

The shine increase of members in the 
Societies at home and abroad, is eight 
thousand six hundred and seveuty eight 
So great a number of souls turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God,—among whom are 
many who were once heathens and 
dolaters, souls for whom, in many cases, 
‘no man cared.” but the agents sent out 
by: your liberality,—is a success which 





demands our most-ardent gratitude. It 
is the pledge and visible sign that Ged is 
with us, and continues to give testimony 
to the word of his grace. But, O Breth- 
ren, were every heart throughout our 
Societies fully embued with divine char- 
ity, and animated with that zeal which 
is “the pure flame of love,’ how much 
more eminently and effectually should 
we be “the lights of the world,’ and 
‘‘ the salt of the earth!” Let us remem- 
ber that all the needful institutions for 
edifying each other in the faith, and for 
conveying the jight and influence of 
religion to others, are in full operation 
among us; that we have no points of 
doctrine to settle; that our whole- 
some and godly discipline has been 
transmitted to us from the earliest peri- 
ods of the work, and has remained to 
this day substantially the same, bearing 
with it the authentication of long expe- 
rience ; and that thus nothing remains 
for us, but to “ walk by the same rule” 
and to “mind the same thing.” With 
these advantages, -- with all the means 
of preservation and extension, placed in 
our, hands by the special grace of our: 
Divine Master,—nothing can be neces- 
sary but our renewed devotedness to 
God, and the harmonious co-operation 
of all, in the order in which God has 
placed us in his Church, to enlarge the 
borders of the kingdom of our Lord, and 
to spread, in every place, the savour ot 
his knowledge. Let us then, beloved 
Brethren, gird up the loins of our mind, 
and enter more fully into the work as- 
signed to us by him why has called us 
to “ glory and virtue.” Let us lookupon 
our fellow-men around us, who are yet — 
living “without God, and without hope,” 
with sympathies more tender, and with 
prayers more fervent ; let us all feel that 
it is possible, in the exercise of a stronger 
faith in God, to be more useful to the 
souls of others; and by an exemplary 
holiness, by regular and conscientious 
attendance on all the means of grace, by 
unity and brotherly love, by a zealous 








discharge of every duty incumbent upon 
us, let us impress the character of ear- 
nestness on all our exertions, give to 
them the influence of a decided piety, 
and in our prayers place them with a 
holy confidence under the succeeding 
and effectual blessing of God. 

The general absence of all strifes and 
divisions throughout our now widely- 
extended Connexion, is another circum- 
stance on which we congratulate you; 
and for a blessing so intimately con- 
nected with your religious prosperity, 
and with our ministerial usefulness, we 
offer our thanks to Him, who is the 
“God of peace and consolation” This 
blessing we have long enjoyed, and we 
rejoice in the prospect of its perma- 
nence ; though attempts, arising out of 
offences, peculiar views, and otber mo- 
tives, may occasionally be made to di- 
vert the attention of the unwary from 
the great ends of our common vocation, 
and to sow discord among brethren. 

What we are, as a religious body, we 
have become, both in doctrine and in 
discipline, by the leadings of the Provi- 
dence of God. But for the special visi- 
tation of the Holy Spirit, that great work 
of which we are all the subjects, and 
which bears upon it marks so unequivo- 
cal of an eminent work of God, could 
not have existed. In that form of disci- 
pline and government which it has as- 
sumed, it was adapted to no pre-con- 
ceived plan of man. Our venerable 
Founder kept one end only in view,— 
the diffusion of scriptural Christianity 
throughout the Jand, and the preserva- 
tion of all who had believed, through 
grace, in the simplicity of the Gospel. 
Lhis guiding principle he steadily follow- 
ed; aud to that he surrendered, cau- 
tiously but faithfully, whatever, in his 
preconceived opinions, he discovered 
to be contrary to the indications of Him 
whose the work was, and to whom he 
had yielded himself up implicitly as his 
servant and instrument. Jn the further 
growth of the Societies, the same guid- 
ance of providential circumstances, the 
same “ signs of the times,” led to that 
full provision for the direction of the 
Societies, and for their, being supplied 
with all the ordinances of the Christian 
Charch, and to that more perfect pasto- 
ral care, which the sumber of the mem- 
bers, and the vastness of the congrega- 
tions, (collected not out of the spoils of 
other churches but out of “ the: world” 
which “lieth in wickedness,”’) impera- 
tively required. Less than this the de- 
mands of piety and conscience would 
not allow ; more than those interests 
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uired, has not been aimed at. The 
object has at no time been to make a 
sect; but to extend the Christianity of . 
the Scriptures throughout the land ;— 
not to give currency to a mere system 
of opinions, but to bring men every 
where under the effectual influence of 
the “ truth which is according to Godli- 
ness,” and, in the degree to which God 
should give his blessing to these efforts, 
to fold the gathered flock from danger, 
and to supply to it wholesome and suffi- 
cient pasture. These, beloved Brethren, 
are the principles which explain your 
history as a religious Society ; princi- 
ples which lead us to God alone, who 
has made us “a people who were nota 
people,”—and which constantly remind 
us of the purposes for which we were 
thus gathered in his name, and that our 
only business on earth is to show forth 
the prai-es of Him “ who hath called us 
out of darkness into marvellous light.”’ 
Review then the unity of the whole 
work, thus settled and established by the 
grace of Him who first gave it birth. - 
Your ministers and you are not in any 
sense different parties; nor can they be, 
su long as both walk by “ the same rule” 
as that committed to us from the begin- 
ning. There are between us and you no 
rival interests, no conflicting rights ;~ 
so interwoven and identified are we in 
all things. From yoarselves your min- 
isters have risen, and are continually 
rising :—they, while among you as pri- 
vate mnembers, are made partakers of 
the same grace; and their higher call, 
and fitness for their office, are in all cases 
submitted, before they are received even 
on trial into our ministry, to your godly 
judgment :—under your sanction their 
work is officially committed to them by 
their Fathers and Brethren ; and to ycu 
they must, year by year, “ commend 
themselves’ as “able ministers of the 
New Testament,” as well as to the Con- 
ference for their “ holy conversation in 
the world,” and their faithful oversight 
of you in the Lord. The objects for 
which your pious contributions are of- 
fered,— whether for the support of the 
ministry at home,—the assistance of the 
poorer circuits, and the formation of 
new ones,—the relief of the Trustees of 
burdened Chapels,—the public Schools 
of the Connexion,—the Foreign Mis- 
sions,—or the Auxilliary Fund for Super- 
annuated Preacliers and for Widows,— 
are all known and specified ; the receipts 
and expenditure are published in detail ; 
and, the last only excepted, all our funds 
are managed by respectable and enlight- 
ened men from yourselves, acting in con- 
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junction with us. Our accociation in one 
religious body is wholly voluntary, and 
has no bond whatever but the spiritual 
benefit which it is felt to supply, and 
that mutual confidence which is the re- 
sult of it; so that reasonings taken from 
the constitution of churches which have 
the power to enforce their laws and re- 
gulations, are wholly inapplicable to us. 
The Preachers, assembled in their An- 
nual Conference, are thus, from their 
identity of interest with you, and their 
inutual sympathy with the whole body, 
your natural, and only entire represen- 
tatives, in all those affairs to which the 
Couference directs its cares ;—united 
with the whole Connexion, as that in 
which they have resolved to live and 
die ; and yet, because of their itineran- 
cy, never so connected with any indi- 
vidual society as to become the organs 
of those changes and innovatioas, which 
in particular places might be often advo- 
cated ;— sufficiently dependant to be one 
with their people; but sufficiently dis- 
tinct, in order and office, to be the effec- 
tual guardians of that which has been 
committed to their trust, as those who 
must give the final account of their stew- 
ardship not to man but to God 

Thus God has led us; and the seal of 
the whole is that effectual working of his 
grace in every part, “ by which all the 
body, by joints and bands having nour- 
ishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God.” 
The great practical ends of our union, 
the only ends worthy of a Christian So- 
ciety, are all answered ; no one can be 
injured without appeal ; no evil can in- 
troduce itself among us, but we have the 
means of purifying ourselves from it ; all 
encouragement and help are given by 
our blessed institutions for the advance- 
ment of piety in individuals, and of reli- 

ious knowledge and influence in the 
country at large; and thus “ God has 
set before us an open door, which no 
man can shut,” unless we ourselves 
prove unfaithful to our vocation. Our 
work is before us. We have nothing to 
do with sectarian objects and feelings. 
We have no controversy with others. 
We war not upon other churches; we 
desire no mere proselytes. We give ac- 
cess to all who wish to be helped on in 
their way to heaven; and we go forth 
into the wilderness “ to seek and to save 
that which was lost ” 

We see then our calling: nor can we 
too frequently be reminded, that person- 
al and vital piety is not a circumstance 
in Methodism, but constitutes its very 
essence ; that all we possess, which re- 
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spects the order, the administrations, 
and the regulations of a Christian So- 
ciety, is vain without it; and that our 
mutual safeguard, happiness, and useful- 
ness in the world, as well as our salva- 
tion, rest on this, and on this alone. To 
the cultivation of practical and experi- 
mental religion, then, let our renewed 
efforts be directed. Let no man trust 
in his professions, nor in his attachment 
to outward privileges, nor in his zeal, 
nor in his opinions. “ If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature; old 
things are passed away, and all things 
are become new.” The genuine work 
of God in the heart is the same, in every 
period; and through the same way of 
repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, must all pass into 
the liberty of a sonship attested to the 
heart by the Spirit of God. By the same 
faith we stand, and by it only can we 
live, and grow up into Christ, in all 
heavenly affections, deadness to the 
world, and entire conformity to the 
spirit and example of our Lord. With- 
out this we are dead and fruitless branch- 
es, which, if a relaxed disvipline should 
suffer them to remain, must be “ taken 
away” by the pruning-knife of the great 
Husbandman. Let us be glad then in 
the great things which the Lord hath 
done for us; but let us “ rejoice with 
trembling.” “ Let us fear lest a promise 
being left us ef entering into his rest, 
any of us should seem to come short of 
it; and give “ all diligence,” that, at 
the coming of our Lord, we may “ be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless.” : 

To this end, we exhort you, Brethren, 
to the constant use of all the means of 
grace, asGod’s appointed ways of increa- 
sing your faith and Jove, your strength 
to do, and your patience to suffer, all 
his will concerning you. Neither let 
your attendance be irregular; nor late 
as to the hour; nor remiss as to the 
spirit, which would frustrate your edifi- 
cation, and induce that careless habit of 
mind which would lay you open to 
temptation, and give advantage to your 
ever-watchful enemy. Let the Sabbath 
of the Lord especially be to you honour- 
able, and a day of delights. Consider 
well how “ good it is to draw near to 
God ;” and by the due observance of the 
hours appointed for his worship, and by 
a reverential abstraction of mind, put in 
your claim for the full benefit of these 
hallowed services. Nor less earnestly 
would we guard you, dear Brethren, 
against the danger of losing the benefit 
of the ordinances of the Heuse of God, 














by a hurried withdrawing from them, af- 
terthe benediction has been pronounced, 
aud by mingling in. converse which, even 
if innocent in itself, has no tendency to 
fix in the mind and heart the traths 
which have been heard, or to strengthen 
their impression.—Let these sacred en- 
gazements be considered as your great 
business, especially on the Lord’s day ; 
to which every thing else is secondary 
and mihpestviadh anus head which nothing 
shall divert you. So shall you worship 
God without distraction ; you shall bring 
forth much fruit; and your fruit shall 
remain. 

To your attendance and demeanour 
at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
in all places where it is administered, 
these our affectionate advices are spe- 
cially applicable. In that blessed ordi- 
nance we are peculiarly called to devout 
and abstracted meditation ; and should 
avoid the practice of departing from it 
as soon as the elements have been re- 
ceived, lest we lose the benefit of a calm 
and silent waiting upon God, through 
the sacrifice of his Son, and disturb also 
the tranquility of others. 

Connected with the full religious oc- 
cupation and edification of the Sabbath, 
there is another subject to which we 
wish to direct your attention. The prac- 
tice which has too generally prevailed of 
paying the wages of labourers and work- 
men late on the Saturday evening, even 
where, through strong conscientious 
principle, it does not lead to a direct 
breach of the Sabbath by buying and 
selling, intrudes upon the orderly hours 
both of the labouring classes, and of 
those who sell to them the necessaries 
of life ; leads to ijate rising on the Lord’s 
day morning ; and often interferes with 
the attendance of parts of families on the 
forenoon service. In some parts of the 
kingdom, many masters have in their 
own establishments removed this evil, 
by paying their workmen early on the 
Saturday, or on the day preceding. We 
commend this practice to all masters in 
our Societies, as an example which they 
are bound to hold out to others ; and as 
an instance of becoming regard to the 
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els in that country.. In every place they 
were welcomed with fraternal affection 
by our American Brethren, and have 
received the cordial expression of the 
satisfaction and gratitude of the Confer- 
ence, for the manner in which they have 
fulfilled the mission confided to them. 
We have been refreshed by their reports 
of the great and growing extent of the 
American Societies, and of those success- 
ful efforts in which they are now engaged 
for the conversion of the Indians of that 
Continent. The number of Members in 
the American Societies, when last taken, 
was three hundred and tweive thousand 
five hundred and forty, and the number 
of Preachers one thousand two hundred 
and fourteen. This vast work has arisen 
from God’s blessing upon the labours of 
two Preachers sent out by our venerable 
Founder from this country, in the year 
1769, and may well lead us to exclaim, 
“‘ What hath God wrought!” Behold in 
this, Brethren, another motive for a 
strict adherence to our first’ principles, 
and a steady regard to those spiritua! 
objects, to which we have been emineit- 
ly called. The success given to the 
preaching of those doctrines of experi- 
mental godliness which we have received, 
wherever administered, at home and 
abroad,—among merely nominal Chris- 
tians, Pagan Negroes, degraded Hotten- 
tots, the civilized Pagans of India, or the 
wild and wandering Indians of Ameri- 
ca,—is surely a most powerful reason 
which can be urged why we should re- 
tain them in their purity, and be increa- 
singly anxious to publish them to all! 
mankind. The world is before us; and, 
in every part of the vast field in which 
we and our Brethren are labouring, 
“ God is with us.” 

The increased demands of the work 
of God in various parts of this kingdom, 
—the necessity for affording a larger 
supply of pastoral instruction and care 
to several Circuits in which the Socie- 
ties have of Jate been considerably aug- 
mented,—and especially the new open- 
ings which present themselves into many 
dark and vicious districts, in the vicinity 
of our established Stations,—have led us 
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pendent upon them, and of their anxiety 
to secure to the poor the full benefits of 
the Christian Sabbath, both as a day of 
rest and a day of worship. 

We rejoice to announce to you, that 
our beloved Brethren Messrs. Reece 
and Hannan, have been preserved, by 
the good hand of their God upon them, 
in their voyages to and from the United 
States of America, and during their trav- 


Preachers for the Home-Department. 
In our extended field of Missionary 
operations abroad, the calls for additional 
labourers are also numerous and urgent. 
And as you have often united with us 
in praying the Lord of the Harvest, that 
he would send forth his labourers, so, 
now that he has answered our mutual 
prayers in this behalf, and given such 
labourers to our desires, unite with us 
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also in earnest supplications to God, 
that he would send down upon them all 
the gifts and graces of his Holy Spirit, 
to qualify them for their great work, 
and make them able and most success- 
ful Ministers of the New Testament. 
“ Brethren, pray for us,” “that utterance 
may be given unto us, that we may 
open our mouth boldly’to make known 
the mystery of the Gospel,” and “that 
the word of the Lord may be glorified, 
even as it is with you.” 

“And now, Brethren, we commend 
you to God, and to the word of his 
grace.” God is our witness that we 
feel for you an increasing affection, and 
that we “seek not yours, but you.” 
We depart to our respective stations 
among you, animated by renewed re- 
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solves, and with sentiments of renewed 
anxiety, to save ourselves and you how 
hear us. Unite with us in every effort ; 
suffer us to rejoice over you as a chosen 
generation, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people; and may “the God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ.” To Him 
be glory for ever and ever, Amen ! 
Signed, on behalf and by order of the Conference 
Rosert Newron, President 
Japgez Bustine, Secretary 


Leeds, August 10th, 1824. 
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From the Boston Evening Gazette. 


The following lines were written by a lady of Massachusetts—and reflect no little credit both on her 
head and her heart. ‘ 


THE SACRIFICE, 


The morning’s sun rose bright and clear 
On Abrahaw’s tent it gaily shone; 

And all was bright and cheerful there, 
All, save the Patriarch’s heart alone. 


While God’s command arose to mind, 
It forced into his eye the tear ; 

For though his soul was all resign’d, 
Yet nature fondly linger’d there. 


The simple morning feast was spread, 
And Sarah at the banquest smil’d ; 
Joy o’er her face its lustre shed, 
For near her sat her only child. 


The charms that pleas’d a monarch’s eye, 
Upon her cheek had left their trace: 
His highly augured destiny 
Was written in his heavenly face. 


The groaning father turn’d away, 

And waik’d the inner tent apart— 
lfe felt bis fortitude decay, 

While Nature whisper’d in his heart: 


“¢Q@! must this son to whom was given 
The promise of a blessed land, 

Heir to the choicest gifts of heaven, 
Be slain by a fond parent’s hand ? 


This son, for whom my eldest born 

Was sent an outcast from his home, 
And in some wilderness forlorn 

A savage exile doom’d to ream ?— 
But shall a feeble worm rebel, 

And murmur at a father’s rod? 


Shall he be backward to fulfil 
The known and certain will of God ?— 


Arise my son! the cruet fill, 

And store the scrip with due supplies ; 
For we must seek Moriah’s hill, 

And offer there a sacrifice !"~ 


The mother rais’d a speaking eye, 
And all a mother’s soul was there— 
“She fear’d the desert drear and dry! 
She fear'd the savage lurking there !”— 


Ahraham beheld, and made reply : 

“On Him, from whom our blessings flow, 
My sister we with faith rely ; 

’Tis he commands and we must go !”— 


The duteous son ia haste obey’d, 
The scrip was fil!’d, the mules prepar’d ; 
And with the third day’s twilight shade 
Moriah’s lofty hill appear’d. 


The menials then at distance wait— 
Alone ascend the son and sire ; 

The wood on Isaac’s shoulder’s laid, 
The wood—to build his funeral pyre !— 


No passion swayed the father’s mind, 
He felt a calm, a death like chill— 
His soul, all chastened, all resign’d, 
Bow’d meekly—though he shuddered still, 


While on the mountain’s brow they stood, 
With smiling wonder, Isaac cries, 

‘My father, lo! the fire and wood— 
But where’s the lamb for sacrifice !”— 


The Holy Spirit stay’d his mind, 
While Abraham answered low, aside 

With steady voice, and look resign’d, 
God will himself a lamb provide! 


But let no pen profane like mine, 
On holiest themes, tuo rashly dare— 


Turn to the Book of Books Divine, 
And read the blessed promise there. 
Ages on ages roll’d away— 
At length the hour appointed came ; 


And on the Mount of Calvary 
God did himself provide a Lamb! 


a let 
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